

A Cultural Exchange Benchmarks
Refer to Question # 7
	1991-1994
	• Founded by a group of committed African American women, operating as a totally volunteer
organization that conducts first ever multicultural bookfair for Cleveland’s children.
• Deborah McHamm hired as Executive Director. Position funded by Cleveland and George
Gund Foundations. Ms. McHamm quickly becomes a resource to the education and early
childhood community as a volunteer consultant

	1995-2000
	• Develops the 100 Men Reading initiative, a nationally-acclaimed urban preschool reading
program. Initially funded by The Kellogg Foundation.
• Conceives Read, Baby, Read! and recruits various community leaders to participate in the
program design process. Receives $1 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education.
• Receives $200,000 state appropriations for Read, Baby, Read! expansion.

	2001-2005
	• Celebrates Ten Years of Literacy Leadership, establishing the Louis Stokes Champion of
Literacy Award.
• U.S. Department of Education awards ACE $1 million for Read & Rock program in
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partnership with the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum to develop a literacy and music
program.
• ACE raises $615,000 to support the launch of the Busy Bookmobile, the first and only
program of its kind in the nation, to promote the joy of reading by bringing access to
subsidized award-winning multicultural children’s books. The Busy Bookmobile functions as
a rolling multicultural bookstore that allows children to purchase multicultural books for no
more than $1.00.

	2006-2010
	• Receives $500,000 grant and $200,000 appropriations from the Ohio Dept. of Job and Family
Services for the Bank on Books financial literacy program.
• Brings Grammy Award-winning musical group Sweet Honey in the Rock celebrate 15th
Anniversary. Raises $75,000 in sponsorships and donations.
• Partners with the Governor’s Initiative for Closing the Achievement Gap to expand the
Chapters Book Club program to serve students in 10 Ohio districts.






