Community Connectors Grant Reader, 
     The "future entrepreneurs" program is fraught with risk.  What if the mentors don't follow through?  There is a lot or responsibility in their roles. What if the kids don't follow through? After all, many will tell you that today's young people are not as motivated as those of generations past.  What if the kids simply fail at business?  They are inexperienced and really are not vested. 

All of these are true concerns that we have attempted to address in the program design.  But they are real concerns none the less that cannot be ignored.  It would have been easier to write a simple mentoring program that gave kids a chance to hang out with some good people.  If they don't take advantage it’s their fault, right?  Why reinvent the wheel?  Why not just use some curriculum that is available and try really hard?

      Two reasons stick out. The first reason is that current methods are not working.  Simply put, while some programs may have limited success, the problem is getting worse.  Teachers certainly don't have the time they need to teach, much less reach the kids who need a mentor.  Parents are being forced into working more and many of the traditional mentoring situations are either disappearing (like sitting down at the dinner table) or morphing into something that is no longer helpful in shaping kids (have you been to a little league baseball game lately).   The wheel might not need reinvented, but it's flat and needs changed.


The second reason is the one I am hanging my hat on.  All the risk is warranted and the methods need to change because of the immense potential of our kids.  I believe, I know, that we selling our kids short and causing them harm in the process. I have to believe that if we equip the youth in our culture with the structure, tools and vision they need, they will succeed beyond our expectations.  I think, in fact, that the reason they are failing in such high numbers is that we do not expect enough of them.  Their future ultimately is in their own hands.  The goal of the "future entrepreneurs" is to give them a real chance to succeed by not assuming before hand that they will fail.  I hope you will help us guide them, teach them and point them toward success so all of us can benefit from their positive futures.

Sincerely, 

Community Connectors Grant Writing Team

