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From: Angela Bennett

To: ODE Community Connectors Apply

Subject: Famicos Foundation Application - Part 2 of 2 - Letters of Support
Date: Monday, March 09, 2015 2:00:10 PM

Attachments: LettersofSupport.Famicos.pdf

Please find attached the Famicos Foundation application for the Community Connectors grant.

Please note that this is Part 2 of 2 and consists of the Letters of Support. Part 1 of 2 was
previously sent under separate cover and consisted of the Application and Required
Attachments.

Due to the size of the Research documents, | will send them separately as Research Part 1 of 2
and Research Part 2 of 2.

It would be greatly appreciated if you could confirm receipt of the application. If you should
have any questions, please do not hesitate to let me know.

Thank you,

Angela

Angela Thi Bennett, Esq.
Superintendent/Legal Counsel
OAK Leadership Institute

8610 Hough Avenue

Cleveland, OH 44106
216.229.7178 ext. 1002 - Telephone
877.592.1121 - Facsimile

This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance
hereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you received this transmission in error, please immediately contact the sender and destroy the material in its
entirety, whether in electronic or hard copy format. Thank you.
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March 2, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

I would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion”
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadership Institute, the Good

Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.

This program is important to me because & E4 [l
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I am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio
Legislature is providing with this grant, and I again, strongly recommend the awarding of
the Community Connectors grant to Famicos Foundation. If I may be of any other
assistance, please contact me at s BHd. 3865 .

Sincerely, %
Loin. & Pgra 1

8610 Hough Avenue e Cleveland, Ohio 44106 e

216.229.7178
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March 2, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

I would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion”
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadership Institute, the Good

Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.
This program is important to me because _}_ \nL(fLﬂ,‘!" “I" () O 67/-
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[ am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio
Legislature is providing with this grant, and I again, strongly recommend the awarding of
the Community Connectors grant to Famicos Foundation. If I may be of any other
assistance, please contact me at /A \Tx)\ 5 Wbk Ve Yo W, r\+,

Sincerely, M M
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8610 Hough Avenue e Cleveland, Ohio 44106
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i JWPWW e gl We tas a sibliry “”’fb‘g Kiate







flbch 72,048

TE0r GoveLmor John L KdSich dnd

e Ohio L¢ M/ﬁ//r/

T would JLE 1o EXPrESS e Strong

Support or the Lvery Child DeseryEs 4

hampon” P/mmm Jubmited by Famcs

udatin, GAL LeaderShp T340, e

H00d.

[hiS_program 1S imporant 10 me DL€

It will elp my uds Jegen more 00 JEHic .

e 15 here S Simeing my kid i) 00%

undirstand @ well @ mg8el T ol ot

10 0¢f help ey aekd. bogue e Xho0l wirk

IS SO dfiint ol @ q parent I moy 2!

Stand e Lurke bl o) Why T Ik s

}

fﬁmﬂmm will pe /?7;90/'{//7/ Ut /)ﬁ’ﬁ Eich e

"t Y t1IES Mjﬂmg O Siudent Hat Feally Joh

hdESOA .

T am_EXirem el Grafebul for the (gporhin
ot Governor J8ha" L LaSich and #e Oﬁ !

LEQ:Slature S proyiding wiin #his Qrant (//zd 1

Ggin_ Sy om/u Fecpmn End e [ /anrdmg








b1 e Commumity Connecisrs qrant 10

Fomiass  Foundation T4 T /770/(/ DE

iy WhEk. asy, M/zca Zeawse Contact me

01 010) 290-0570 M

INCEtel/
/ /

U?ﬁéﬂmﬂ.é ;4_1,‘ O(EL jr.
J /7








®

OAK

LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

March 2, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

[ would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion”
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadership Institute, the Good

Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.
This program is important to me because &K (-{:’C{A —l—ns tu
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[ am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio f'”(;""wr.

Legislature is providing with this grant, and I again, strongly recommend the awarding of

the Community Connectors grant to Famicos Foundation. If I may be of any other
assistance, please contact me at_home (Zie ) H00-734 R ¢r cel/ L) 659-23593

tudents, farmﬂ, and myseif fo have 16 Fodls resources and serVies =7

Sincerely,
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8610 Hough Avenue « Cleveland, Ohio 44106 e 216.229.7178
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March 2, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

I would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion”
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadership Institute, the Good

Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.

This program is important to me because _7._ Q,/,é/?///ﬁ/ Love for /17;/
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[ am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio
Legislature is providing with this grant, and I again, strongly recommend the awarding of
the Community Connectors grant to Famicos Foundation. If I may be of any other

assistance, please contact me at &l /(c:/] L494-3P70 - (Brogding k/\

Sincerely,

8610 Hough Avenue « Cleveland, Ohio 44106 e 216.229.7178







March 2, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

I would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion”
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadership Institute, the Good

Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.
This program is important to HMe %‘M CM}%«W
Aeensf V) o (o

(e (;%G,U

I 'am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio
Legislature is providing with this grant, and [ again, strongly recommend the awarding of
the Community Connectors grant to Famicos Foundation. If I may be of any other

assistance, please contact meat (206> 7 -§70Y

Sincerely, @g\ma bw

8610 Hough Avenue « Cleveland, Ohio 44106 » 216.229.7178
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March 2, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

I would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion”
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadership Institute, the Good

Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.

This program is important to me because” \ e MIQ\
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I am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio
Legislature is providing with this grant, and I again, strongly recommend the awarding of

the Community Connectors grant to Famicos Foundation. If I may be of any other
assistance, please contact me até&@— 2O Y- Y ( MS. [eona.  ownse fld)

Sincerely,

8610 Hough Avenue + C(leveland, Ohio 44106 « 216.229.7178







LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

March 2, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

J

I would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion’
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadership Institute, the Good

Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.

This program is important to me because

I am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio
Legislature is providing with this grant, and I again, strongly recommend the awarding of
the Community Connectors grant to Famicos Foundation. If I may be of any other

assistance, please contact me at

Sincerely,

8610 Hough Avenue e Cleveland, Ohio 44106 =« 216.229.7178
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March 2, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

’

I would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion’
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadership Institute, the Good
Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.
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[ am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio
Legislature is providing with this grant and [ again, strongly recommend the awarding of
the Community Connectors g %tt(f 1cos Foundatlon If I may be of any other
assistance, please contact me ati CR —R\Y {Jones )

Sincerely,

8610 Hough Avenue e Cleveland, Ohio 44106 e 216.229.7178







Oak Leadership Institute

March 2", 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

I would like (o express my strong support lor the “Lvery Child Deserves A Champion” Program
submitted by Famicos Foundation, Qak Leadership Institute , the Good Community Foundation,

and Beech Brook.

This program is important to me because it allows our children to connect with their peers and
mentors on a deeper level o ensure their success. By being more in tuned with the students and
their everyday struggles and surroundings it also encourages teachers o help students build a
stronger loundation at home. Incorporating positivity in all arcas ol our children’s lives will help
them feel uplilted and conlident in every situation. Uplilting and interacting with our children
more with m their school lile will ereate a sense ol resiliency which will be unbreakable. Help us
help our children even more (o desire to succeed in a licld such as yours or your peers. We need
more politicians, doctors, lawyers, governors and outstanding citizens to continue the growth ol our
nation alter we arce long gone. Let that be “our” children because “Fvery Child Deserves A

Champion”.

[ am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio
Legislature 1s providing with this grant and 1 strongly recommend the awarding ol the Community
Conncectors grant (o Famicos Foundation. II'l may be ol any other assistance, please contact me at
216-303-1893.

Sincerely,
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LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

March 2, 2015
Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

I would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion”
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadership Institute, the Good
Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.

This program is important to me because not only do our children who attend this school
but the parents need outreach services. A lot of parents need additional services that are

not provided traditionally in order help to keep our children on task to becoming

successful. If we as parents can receive these services without stipulations of income, or

housing demographics it would lead to self-sufficient homes and build our neighborhoods
up instead of tearing them down mentally. Most children and parents are burdened due to

not enough programs and aid in our schools and neighborhood. I am but one of the

families who gets help from Oak Leadership institute because I can’t afford daycare or pay
for the mental services out of pocket for my son and grandson as well as myself, They have

helped the children in their school with uniforms, coats, hats and gloves for the winter.

Even providing transportation for some of the families. Being able to be a part of the school

has been one of the best things and a high point in my life. I have become more confident in

myself as well as my children and grandson. I have come to think of them as family and not

just as an educational institution.

I am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio
Legislature is providing with this grant, and I again, strongly recommend the awarding of
the Community Connectors grant to Famicos Foundation. If I may be of any other
assistance, please contact me at __216-303-3350 or 216-987-6677

Sincerely,

I'la Jean Taylor

8610 Hough Avenue ¢ Cleveland, Ohio 44106 « 216.229.7178
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March 2, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

I would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion”
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadership Institute, the Good

Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.

This program is important to me because {J}\(LU\ A AR GLD‘Q a \Ca ¢ t{H‘nﬂ

\UmﬂDLSUlﬂdaM& N UL&&i,uHQiyJ
\hmhﬂﬁ %&ﬂm e d/%w\\%iwwm
WA \Uﬂn»d w@m}@dtj\ \m&d‘l’ ;

Mﬂ@o He@d b % W oo .

A

[ am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio

Legislature is providing with this grant, and I again, strongly recommend the awarding of
the Community Connectors grant to Famicos Foundation. If I may be OS any other
A3 \A5\ Peths

assistance, please contact meat __ 3], ~ ~

Sincerely,

8610 Hough Avenue e Cleveland, Ohio 44106 e 216.229.7178
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March 2, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

I ' would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion”
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadership Institute, the Good

Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.
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[ 'am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio

Legislature is providing with this grant, and I again, strongly recommend the awarding of

the Community Connectors grar};ﬁ to Famlcos F at on. If I may be of any othe
( Catnna 7 L) f’bw;S

assistance, please contact me at 00 -

Sincerely,

8610 Hough Avenue e Cleveland, Ohio 44106 « 216.229.7178
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March 2, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

I would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadership Institute, the Good

Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.

This program is important to me because Ldﬁ/( ﬁ// V74 %—o’uf//lk') /(L//
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I am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio

Legislature is providing with this grant, and I again, strongly recommend the awarding of
the Community Connectors grant to Famicos Foundation. If I may be of any other
S8 |

assistance, please contact meat (2/4& ) 25 >—

Sincerely,

8610 Hough Avenue e Cleveland, Ohio 44106 e« 216.229.7178
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March 2, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

I would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion”
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.AK. Leadership Institute, the Good

Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.

This program is important to me because VN K,’/(/{\E’L/A[ﬁ (= A /wa//
[%6&’ 71 fo /r' 2L W’%’ Y= at /urf//zw_éw M 72
) /11/@ Jinl o ,Q/ 17 Lige bt 4 /é{////«/ 27«
A /u ///é UL v /////M Lor7h Ay ! fa_z@r/ £ it
esti o A Ot st 275 //m'/m per_tiill ?‘7/4/{/ z/«m

/ Il /&/ﬂ f// //L/W (/iC;Zi?/Q/C)

(st 7 i //é . (Qpyl A of / wen ff Gf at Lo ks

4 /L/ S .
%éf-/z[ é/z/
/ ol Q//U— // L

I am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio
Legislature is providing with this grant, and I again, strongly recommend the awarding of
the Community Connectors grant to Famicos Foundation. If I may be of any other
assistance, please contact me at /7/4" D37~ 545 :

Sincerely,

8610 Hough Avenue e Cleveland, Ohio 44106 » 216.229.7178
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March 2, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

I would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion”
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadership Institute, the Good

Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.
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I am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio
Legislature is providing with this grant, and I again, strongly recommend the awarding of
the Community Connectors grant to Famicos Foundatlon If I may be of any other
assistance, please contact me at =B Y- G545 :

p A

Sincerely,

\‘. Lk (D e

8610 Hough Avenue e C(leveland, Ohio 44106 « 216.229.7178
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March 2, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

I would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion”
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadershlp Institute, the Good

Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.

This program is important to me because '};ﬂi : Cl > V1orc TN INAS
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I am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio
Legislature is providing with this grant, and I again, strongly recommend the awarding of
the Community Connectors grant to Famlcos Foundatlon If I may be of any other

assistance, please contact me at / /& ‘ UM i § S

inceely, &&%é@@%

Cleveland, Ohio 44106  216.229.7178

8610 Hough Avenue
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March 2, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

I would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves A Champion”
Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadership Institute, the Good

Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.
This program is important to me because é.Qt @ é . Q]& p md &] éée mg j
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I am extremely grateful for the opportunity that Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio
Legislature is providing with this grant, and I again, strongly recommend the awarding of

the Community Connectors grant to Famicos Foundation. If I may be of any other
assistance, please contact me at ggé Z 2 Ll L QZ?{Q&E% .
Sincerely, ! X bR
ﬁ@ 7/ Uy (I 45D v
/b)) 76/,
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8610 Hough Avenue ¢ C(leveland, Ohio 44106 = 216.229.7178







3-2-2015
To Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature,

| would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child Deserves a
Champion” Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, O.A.K. Leadership
Institute, the Good Community Foundation, and Beech Brook.

This program is important to me because | have seen the growth and progress of
my two great nephews ages 6 and 8. They have been students there since the
establishment of the school. The instructors are so professional and teach the
students at an age appropriate level that engages their inquisitiveness and

eagerness to learn.

One aspect of this funding that would be advantageous to the school would be to
obtain male mentors for the boys and female mentors for the girls. This would
fulfill the vision of Building a Community of Champions. The vision stated that
each student would receive a mentor and school advisor. This program
implementation would definitely ensure that the five core principles as outlined in
the CC Grant would be attainable and beneficial to the students.

| am extremely grateful for the opportunity that you all are providing with this
grant, and | again, strongly recommend the awarding of the Community
Connectors grant to Famicos Foundation. If | may be of any other assistance,
please feel free to contact me at 216-431-8183.

Thank you.

Sincerely, J-' ! :
} | |

¢
f < ! // 5;5;)’7L_ l\ (,\
Marcia Jones-Johnson )

4

Great aunt to I’'Shun Patterson and Roland Jones
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February 24, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

As an Ohio educator, I would like to express my strong support for the “Every Child
Deserves A Champion” Program submitted by Famicos Foundation, 0.A.K. Leadership
Institute, Good Community Foundation, Lee Road Baptist Church and Beech Brook.

This program is important to me because it would give under privileged children in our
school community an opportunity to experience life-changing activities. It seems very
likely that participating in these programs will lead to both short-term and long-term
student success. In the long-term, these activities will likely translate into participating
individuals giving back to their communities who have socio-economic needs. Second,
having a chance to act as a mentee will very likely foster successful outcomes in the near
future as they enter the Ohio workforce. Third, these individuals will likely have a
secondary positive influence on siblings and family. Equal to the long-term successful
outcomes for the designated schools in this grant, may be the short-term positive

outcomes.

It may take many different social, behavioral, and academic initiatives to see positive
school and community outcomes. It seems very likely that participation in the “Every Child
Deserves a Champion” student mentorship program will lead to some immediate successful
outcomes. First, when parents and their children alike have access to high quality
successful mentorship coaching; the sponsorship may not only promote a positive
influence on the children, but the parents may be positively affected, as well. This, in turn
may promote positive role model influence throughout the community. Also, children in
this program may have the motivation they have been missing in order to strive for current
academic success. When a student does not have a social stimulus to succeed, the result
seems to be just to do the minimum to stay out of trouble, or not to succeed at all.
Therefore, the participation in this program is likely to promote a well-rounded positive

outcome.

In closing, | wish to strongly reiterate the great benefits of “Every Child Deserves a
Champion” program for the above-defined schools. Not only will this program have a
positive affect on the student’s now, it is very likely to make lasting changes in our Ohio
communities.

Cordially,

/¢L\/ b f

Kevin W. Banks
Intervention Specialist

8610 Hough Avenue ¢ Cleveland, Ohio 44106 < 216.229.7178
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LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

March 4, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

OAK Leadership Institute is a public charter school that puts a high emphasis on education.
The children are held accountable for their actions that could affect their educational and personal
growth. With the “Every Child Deserves a Champion™ Mentoring Program, the children will have a
chance to experience life from a positive viewpoint, and learn that a good education sets a strong
foundation for growth. By opening our doors to the community, the children will have more positive

adults to help them through their daily struggles to become a successful lifetime learner.

I am a teacher with 20 plus years of teaching experience and have observed the positive sides to
a mentoring program. I am a firm believer that by awarding the Community Connectors grant to
Famicos Foundation to develop and implement the “Every Child Deserves a Champion” Mentoring

Program at OAK Leadership Institute, you are allowing our children to dream of a better life, because

someone cares.

Sincerely,
Mawy Kypriandes

Mary Kypriandes
Second Grade Teacher

8610 Hough Avenue e Cleveland, Ohio 44106 ¢ 216.229.7178
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February 24, 2015
Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

As an educator, [ am very excited at the prospect of having the “Every Child Deserves a Champion”
Mentorship Program implemented at OAK Leadership Institute. Since OAK’s mission is to
“Overcome Anything for Kids”, this program, which promotes character building, hope for a positive
future, and developing pathways to achievement, is a natural fit and will be invaluable to the outcomes

of our students’ futures.

The “Every Child Deserves a Champion™ Mentor Program is also likely to be highly beneficial with
the students and families of the community because of the nature of its design. First, the families and
students have “buy-in” because they help guide the process through their own input instead of others
telling them what needs to be “done to them”. Second, the process begins with S.M.A.R.T. goals that
the families are likely to feel are more attainable due to the specific, actionable steps that are built into
the design, making the task less daunting as a whole for those families. Other elements that will boost
their confidence are the tools, resources, and services that will help the families overcome the
financial, mental, emotional, and environmental roadblocks that they and others in the community face
every day. Finally, because the families will want to know the true value of it, having a third party
evaluator gauging the effectiveness of the program will promote the feeling that OAK Leadership and
the “Every Child Deserves a Champion” Program are upholding their share of the process.

In closing, I would like to say how very grateful I am for the opportunity that Governor Kasich and the
Ohio Legislature are providing with this grant, and would like to strongly endorse the awarding of the
Community Connectors grant to the Famicos Foundation. If [ may be of any further assistance, please
contact me via email at mmcham(@oakleadership.org, by phone at 330-620-4185, or by letter at 18128
Fox Road, Doylestown, Ohio 44230.

Sincerely,

Mokt K s

Matthew P. McHam

8610 Hough Avenue ¢ Cleveland, Ohio 44106 e 216.229.7178
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LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
March 5, 2015

Re: “Every Child Deserves a Champion” Community Connectors Grant
Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature,

My name is Joe Stills and | am a newly elected board member of the O.A.K. Leadership Institute. | am
honored to serve on the board of directors of this progressive public charter school. 0.A.K. is an
example of how at risk children can succeed within a positive environment. | believe the “Every Child
Deserves a Champion” program will continue to create a positive environment to ensure the success of

all of the students.

Ms. Angela Bennett, O.A.K.’s Superintendent, has made a difference within the lives of our students. Ms.
Bennett has created positive partnerships with local social services agency such as Beech Brook and the
Cuyahoga County Board of Mental Health. As a result, students are achieving within a positive academic
environment. Several of our students have extremely challenging home environments.

Ms. Bennett is a positive role model and a true “Champion” for our students. She has daily dedicated
her professional and personal time to the success of her students. This program will reinforces the value
of having positive mentors, teachers and parents contributing to the success of a student,

Finally, there is an old African proverb - “It takes a village to raise a child.” The “Every Child Deserves a
Champion” program is an example of how a village can raise a child to achieve success. It would truly be
a worthwhile investment for our children. If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to

contact me at (216) 835-9644,
Yours Truly,
Joe Stills

Joe Stills, Board Member
0.A K. Leadership Institute

8610 Hough Avenue e Cleveland, Ohio 44106 « 216.229.7178







BOARD OF HEALTH

YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE FOR PUBLIC HEALTH INFORMATION

February 26, 2015

RE: Letter in Support of “Every Child Deserves A Champion”

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

It is my pleasure to submit this letter in support of the “Every Child Deserves A Champion” Community
Connectors Grant application submitted by Famicos Foundation, with its school partner, 0.A.K. Leadership

Institute.

Cuyahoga County Board of Health (CCBH) has been building a network of partners who utilize a “place-based”
approach to engage the community, improve health outcomes and reduce inequities. By defining health to
include more than the absence of disease, but to include social conditions such as employment, income,
education, physical environment, family, and medical care, we are able to raise the awareness of the significant
impact policies, plans and decisions can have on a community.

in the Hough community, children are plagued with an overwhelming amount of non-academic barriers to their
success. 48.7% of families with children have incomes below the poverty level, compared to 32.3% in the City of
Cleveland, and 16.2% in Cuyahoga County. Even the unemployment rate is one-third higher than Cleveland and
triple that of Cuyahoga County (18.7, 11.2, and 6.2 respectively). Children in the Hough Community under the
age of 18 are victims to child maltreatment at a rate three times of children higher than in Cuyahoga County,
and still a third higher than the overall City of Cleveland.’

The “Every Child Deserves A Champion” Program will meet the families where they are with the appropriate
supports to help them address and overcome the financial, mental, emotional and environmental stresses they
face on a daily basis. Empowering families to serve, as the new voices for their community will activate the
entire community activated to become more involved in improving the educational opportunities for all

children.

In conclusion, | fully support the “Every Child Deserves a Champion” Program submitted by Famicos Foundation
as they seek funding to help students and their families in the Hough community lead a healthy, fulfilling and

productive life.

Sincerely,

Claire Boettler, MPH, RN
Director, Prevention & Wellness

L NEO CANDO system, Center on Urban Poverty and Community Development, MSASS, Case Western Reserve
University (http://neocando.case.edu).

5550 Venture Drive ¢ Parma, Ohio 44130 ¢ Direct: 216.201.2000 ¢ TTY: 216.676.1313 ¢ www.ccbh.net







OAK

LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

February 25, 2015

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

| am very excited about the impact that the “Every Child Deserves A Champion” Community Connectors grant
proposal will have on the students and families at OAK Leadership Institute. Before Founding MC2 STEM High
School and SOLE CLE, | was aware of the impact that mentors can have on the growth of students. What | have
learned is the depth of impact that mentorship can have on the mentors and the organizations that support
mentors. The “Every Child Deserves A Champion” program excites me because its design represents excellent
understanding of the potential of this type of relationship and describes a process that will not only succeed in
its proposed community but will have the opportunity to impact the way that mentorship programs operate in
the future. The incorporation of the SMART Goal process for parents into the mentorship process will provide
a level of focus to the mentoring relationship that will ensure success and should become a model for other

mentorship programs to follow.

I will continue to work with OAK Leadership Institute to implement Self Organized Learning Environments
(SOLEs) into their school model and | will help the school develop programing that amplifies the effect that this
mentoring program will have on all parties involved. OAK Leadership Institute is not required to allocate any

funds to this support.

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

/&7 D M b~

leffrey D. McClellan, Ed.D.

Founding Director SOLE_CLE
Jeff.mcclellan.9@gmail.com
Cell Phone: (419) 233-1695
The Halle Building, Suite 1199
Cleveland, Ohio 44115

8610 Hough Avenue e Cleveland, Ohio 44106 = 216.229.7178







BLACK SHIELD POLICE ASSOCIATION, INC.

4097 East 131st Street - Cleveland, Ohio 44105
(216) 561-7777

March 4, 2015

RE: Letter in Support of “Every Child Deserves A Champion”

Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature:

It is our pleasure to submit this letter in support of the “Every Child Deserves A Champion” Community
Connectors Grant application submitted by Famicos Foundation, with its school partner, O.AK.
Leadership Institute, Good Community Foundation, Lee Road Baptist Church and Beech Brook.

In the Hough community, children are raised in an environment where drug arrests and serious violent
crimes offenses are a third higher than in the City of Cleveland. Family instability and child maltreatment
have heightened the risk for psychological and behavioral difficulties among our youth, thereby
undermining their ability to achieve academic success in school. In fact, in 2008, the rate of child
maltreatment of children in the Hough community under the age of 18 per 1,000 was 27.8." That rate is
one-third higher than the entire City of Cleveland and triple that of Cuyahoga County and the national
estimates. According to the National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Division of Violence
Prevention, in 2012, U.S. state and local child protective services estimated that 9.2 per 1,000 children
were victims of child maltreatment.” These debilitating statistics demonstrate the need for the “Every

Child Deserves A Champion” Program in the Hough community.

Founded in 1946, the Black Shield Police Association (“BPSA”) is an organization of 350 law enforcement
officers dedicated to the promotion of equality, justice, fairness and effectiveness in law enforcement.
BPSA is committed to partnering with organizations such as Famicos Foundation, O.A.K. Leadership
Institute, Good Community Foundation, Lee Road Baptist Church and Beech Brook in making systemic
changes in the community to save our children. Through one-to-one mentoring, providing strengths-
based development workshops, and engaging the community in key decision-making opportunities, we
are confident that Hough can be transformed into a community where children and families thrive. To
that end, we fully support the “Every Child Deserves a Champion” Program submitted by Famicos
Foundation as they seek funding to build hope in their students, families and the Hough community.

Sincerel

Detective Lynn Hampton, President

INEO CANDO system, Center on Urban Poverty and Community Development, MSASS, Case Western Reserve

University (http://neocando.case.edu).
2 Child maltreatment includes all types of abuse and neglect of a child under the age of 18 by a parent, caregiver,

or another person in a custodial role. There are four common types of maltreatment: physical abuse; sexual
abuse; emotional abuse; and neglect.

FOUNDING MEMBER: NATIONAL BLACK POLICE ASSOCIATION ¢ LIFETIME MEMBER N.A.A.C.P.







27801 Euclid Avenue, Suite 410
Omni Park Building
Cleveland, OH 44132
(216) 361-9146

March 4, 2015
RE: Letter in Support of “Every Child Deserves a Champion”
Dear Governor John R. Kasich and the Ohio Legislature,

As a member of the 100 Black Men of Greater Cleveland, | am very pleased to submit this letter in
support of the “Every Child Deserves A Champion” Community Connectors grant application submitted
by Famicos Foundation with its school partner OAK Leadership Institute, Good Community Foundation,

Lee Road Baptist Church and Beech Brook.

The 100 Black Men was found as an organization in New York City in 1963. The organization, 100 Black
Men of America, Inc. was formally incorporated in 1986 with 9 chapters. The National Alliance consists
of leading African American men from a myriad of professions, including corporate executives,
physicians, attorneys, entrepreneurs and entertainers, elected officials, professional athletes, educators
and men from numerous other professions. Today, the organization has grown to over 106 chapters in
the United States, England, and the Caribbean. The dedicated members of the 100 Black Men chapters

have touched the lives of over 140,000 young people annually.

100 Black Men of Greater Cleveland, Inc. (the “100”) became an affiliate of the 100 Black Men of
America in 1997, and is fully committed to the national mission. The vision of the 100 Black Men of
Greater Cleveland is committed to the intellectual development of youth and the economic
empowerment of the African American community based on the following precepts: respect, for family,
spirituality, justice and integrity. The 100 is committed to following core values: accountability,
excellence, integrity, leadership, respect, teamwork. The core values of the 100 are recognized in our
interaction with the community and our stakeholders, members, mentees and families. The core
activities of the 100 are direct service and advocacy for improved life opportunities for African American
youth specifically, the African American community in general and the larger community overall. This is
accomplished through the combined efforts of our members, volunteers, and staff.
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The activities of the organization are grouped into four programmatic categories known as “The Four for
the Future”. The initiatives include mentoring, education, health and wellness and economic
development. Mentoring is the cornerstone of what the organization brings to the community by
guiding youth in life experiences, fostering a positive self-perception and self-respect, encouraging
excellence in education, and the pursuit of positive life-long goals. The 100 is engaged in innovative
mentoring programs that serve young people who are nurtured by certified mentors using our national

training model of Mentoring the 100 Way and S.M.A.R.T. goals.

The Hough Community is plagued with a number of issues including a high percentage of violent crime
and drug arrests which reflect an even higher percentage than surrounding areas of Cleveland. With
higher rates of drop out and lowered rates of graduation and completion there is an overwhelming need
for intervention. The ability to achieve academic success in an educational setting is impacted by many
factors in the Hough neighborhood such as an increase rate of child maltreatment, higher rates of
poverty, increased levels of violent crime and lower completion rates of degree attainment. These
shocking statistics and grim reality demonstrate the need for programming to combat such societal
deficits as an intervention in the Hough community. Therefore it is without doubt and hesitation that |
fully support and recommend the implementation of the “Every Child Deserves a Champion” Program.

Professionally and Humbly Submitted,

Gary E. Carrington

Gary E. Carrington, Ph.D
Vice President & Board Member
100 Black Men of Greater Cleveland









