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Ernest Smith is a native of Cleveland Ohio and moved to Columbus in 1984.  He is a graduate of Brooks Institute, Santa Barabra California in Photographic Arts and Science.  He is the owner of PHOSI Express Cleaners and Laundry which is located in the Bexley/Eastmoor area. Mr. Smith began his first business EAS Photographics in the Short North area where he witnessed first-hand the abundance of negative choices available to the youth in this community and started building relationships with some of them through his photography studio.  He became a member of the Thompson Recreation Center and later joined the Thompson advisory board where he was appointed advisor and mentor to a youth group called "The Thompson 22". This group worked together on planning and implementing outings, fundraisers, teen interaction, conflict resolution and career planning.

Mr. Smith also became involved with an outreach ministry entitled "The Better Way" and began to encourage interactions between the two groups. They were able to quantify, by the changes in some the youths choices that exposure is a tool that broadens the number of choices available and if given the choice, many would will choose the positive paths.
Mr. Smith has been a speaker of African and African American history to youth groups throughout Ohio and is an active community leader and advocate.  He gives countless hours providing guidance and mentoring support. He is a Tai-Chi instructor and has provided classes to youth and families in-kind providing alternative methods for mental, emotional, physical and spiritual wellness. Mr. Smith believes in unifying communities to draw on each individual’s strength as they move through turbulent times to more interdependent tomorrow.  
Mr. Smith is very excited about the vision The Gertrude Wood Community Foundation has for youth and seeing they both share the common thread of exposing our youth to variety of positive options for achieving success in this society. To that end Phosi, LLC is happy to serve as a hub for entrepreneurial learning. Also serving as a liaison for other local businesses to become involved in this mentoring program. Also we can provide lunches for the youth attending these on site entrepreneurial learning outings.
Awards:
African American Males Call to Action, State Senator William F. Bowen - Chairman

Adam K. Troy - Executive Administrator
The Ohio House of Representatives

Vern Riffe - Speaker of the Ohio House; Mike Stinziano - State Representative
