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Pastor Charles Leister is a native of Columbus Ohio. From a child, Charles heard the call of God on his life to His service. He began his seminary studies at St. Charles Preparatory High School and the College of St. Charles Borromeo in Columbus, Ohio.

Continuing his religious studies, Pastor Charles graduating from Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. where he became involved with the Catholic Charismatic Movement of the early 1970s.    

He began active ministry in 1976 and was ordained in 1981 within the Church of the Living God. Charles served in the local assembly in many capacities as administrator, teacher, and preacher. He served as National Youth Congress treasurer, vice-president and president of the Churches of the Living God. He was the administrative assistant and Diocesan Elder to the Bishop in the Great Lakes Diocese, CLG.  Prior to New Beginning, Charles has served as pastor for new churches in Cleveland and Plain City, Ohio.  
He has had a professional and management career with the Borden Company for twenty-eight years including such experience as programmer, systems analyst and project manager. He was assigned management oversight of the Quality Assurance, IS Professional Services, and the Outsourcing Practice Operations departments. Concluding a professional role as Assistant Director of Operations for the Columbus Urban League, Head Start program of Franklin County, Mr. Leister received certifications as a Family Development Credential instructor from the University of Connecticut, Center for the Study of Culture, health & Human Development and as a Certified Classroom Assessor (CLASS) from the University of Virginia. 
Mr. Leister’s has held various educational teaching positions in the Columbus City Schools and A+ Arts Academy. Charles along with his wife, Ann, founded New Beginning Ministries in Columbus, Ohio. They have traveled extensively ministering throughout the United States, Europe, the Caribbean, South and Central America. They have two sons, Jason and Joseph, and four grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

Mr. Leister looks forward to bringing his expertise and commitment to youth and families by serving on the JBUMP program leadership team as liaison with the A+ Arts Academy, Model #2 sponsoring school district. 

