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Memorandum of Understanding
March 4th 2015

This agreement is between the Institute of Youth Development and Excellence (IYDE) and Mayerson Academy. Having determined that the goals of IYDE to empower the character of youth through mentorship is in line with the mission the Mayerson Academy’s Thriving Learning Communities initiative, the two organizations have agreed to work together to expand IYDE’s capabilities so that they can train their mentors in teaching positive character development in youth. This partnership is important in relation to the Community Connectors RFP released by Governor John R. Kasich to build mentorship programs in schools across Ohio. IYDE wishes to build the best character development program based on mentorship in the state of Ohio with the expertise of the Mayerson Academy. 

The following are the activities that the two parties have agreed to:
· Mayerson Academy will provide 5 days of planning and training-of-trainers program on character development in youth for IYDE staff
· Mayerson Academy will share their expertise on program development for activities that will help result in jointly owned products for an appropriate character development program for after school programs across the nation
· IYDE will share evaluations with the Mayerson Academy of the mentees’ character development from the mentorship program, and the Mayerson Academy will conduct their own evaluations when training the IYDE staff

The working relationship between IYDE and the Mayerson Academy will begin when the Community Connectors grant has been awarded or if IYDE decides to move forward with an alternative funding source.  Both organizations will keep a transparent relationship with one another and commit to highest standards of professional practice in their shared and independent operations to maintain pride in their working relationship. 


_______________________________________	_______				_______________________
IYDE Representative									Date
Riyad Shamma, IYDE Executive Director
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Mayerson Academy Representative							Date
Jillian Darwish, President
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