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!
9!March!2015!!
!
!
Dr.!Richard!A.!Ross,!!!
State!Superintendent!of!Public!Instruction!!
Ohio!Department!of!Education!
!
Dear!Mr.!Ross:!
!
This!letter!is!to!offer!Building!Hope!in!the!City’s!endorsement!and!support!of!Jerry!Mitchell!and!the!
grant!proposal/project!being!submitted!by!Joshua'and'Caleb'Leadership'Center.!!
'
I’ve!known!Jerry!for!the!past!five!years!and!have!watched!his!vision!for!the!Joshua!and!Caleb!
Leadership!Center!move!from!a!dream!into!reality.!During!that!time,!Jerry!has!also!volunteered!
with!our!organization!by!personally!mentoring!atSrisk!urban!and!refugee!youth!and!young!adults!
who!were!also!linked!to!BHITC’s!program!services.!These!early!experiences!helped!shape,!in!part,!
the!birth!of!the!organization!that!Jerry!now!leads.!!
!
Jerry!is!a!thoughtful,!collaborative!and!generous!leader.!!He!understands!people!and!community!
development!intuitively;!and!knows!how!to!motivate!and!guide!teams!toward!a!shared!goal.!I!fully!
expect!that!Jerry’s!plans!for!this!project!will!make!a!lasting,!important!and!positive!impact!in!the!
lives!of!the!youth!it!touches.!!!!
!
Moreover,!this!project!has!our!support!practically,!as!well.!!If!it!serves!the!project’s!objectives,!
BHITC!is!pleased!to!provide!the!Joshua!and!Caleb!Leadership!Center!with!supplemental!
administrative!support,!with!or!without!consideration,!as!this!project!unfolds.!!!
!
It’s!my!hope!that!you’ll!give!the!proposal!from!the!Joshua!and!Caleb!Leadership!Center!this!
opportunity!to!contribute!to!the!strengthening!of!our!community.!If!I!can!answer!any!other!
questions,!please!don’t!hesitate!to!ask.!
!
Sincerely!yours,!
!
!
Brian!Upton!
Executive!Director!
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