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March 10, 2015
Dr. Richard A. Ross,  
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Ohio Department of Education
Dear Dr. Ross:
Over the past two years, I have had the privilege of working with Jerry Mitchell.  Ambassadors Football was introduced to Jerry because of our similar passions.  Jerry was working with African refugees through the non-profit organization called Building Hope in the City.  Our organization, Ambassadors Football, works in 25 countries around the world to envision and train men and women to impact their communities through soccer.  Because many of the people with whom Jerry was working have a passion for soccer and we had experience working cross-culturally there seemed to be a natural fit.
In 2014 I saw Jerry work tirelessly with a core group of young men and women to organize an outreach to young African children.  By providing guidance and direction, several organizations supported this core group to put on a soccer clinic for about 70 children over two nights in July, 2014.  Despite the many cultural differences amongst those involved, a strong foundation was established for further investment into the lives of the children and their families.
In the midst of the planning and preparation, it was quite evident that Jerry not only has a heart for the children but also the drive to initiate the programs that will impact their lives.  The needs in the urban setting are tremendous, and I am confident that Jerry brings the energy, passion and ideas to tackle them.
If you require further information, please feel free to contact me at mpheneger@ambassadorsfootball.org or call 330-963-6599.
Sincerely,

Matthew Pheneger
U.S. Director
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