Dr. Richard A. Ross,  
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Ohio Department of Education
 
Dear Dr. Ross,
 
Jerry Mitchell is a true example of living a life of integrity, respect for others and genuine concern for helping people.  The most recent example of this is that in the process of being downsized, Jerry used the opportunity to show his concern for the managers letting him go. His attitude during the whole process reflected the same positivity seen as he approached every other work challenge.
 
As an employee, Jerry's method of treating people the right way with fairness and respect coupled with his firm way of holding people accountable made him a great asset to our organization.  I always knew that if I gave Jerry the task of training new people or organizing a multi-functional group to address a problem that it would be done correctly, on time and with thoughtfulness.  Jerry was the face of our organization with customers because he treated them more like family than customers and they all loved him for that.
 
As a friend, Jerry was one of my go to people when I needed prayers, thoughtful advice or help with personnel decisions.  Jerry is a man of the highest integrity and I can't think of someone better equipped to mentor boys and young men as with the Community Connectors initiative for at risk youth.  I highly recommend Jerry for this grant.
 
Best regards,
 
 
Scott McCaig, Ph.D.
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