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Dear Sir or Madam:

When trying to think of words to describe the character, compassion and leadership qualities of my dear friend Jerry Mitchell and his passion to mentor under- privileged children, I feel compelled to share some examples of how Jerry has guided a somewhat privileged young man that was fortunate enough to be in his sphere of influence.  

Over 4 ½ years ago, Jerry and I began working together on a project in the medical field.  I entered into this business initiative a somewhat naïve, arrogant and lost young man.  While I was successful in my career, I was lost spiritually and relationally.  Being brought up as a catholic in Youngstown, Ohio, I fell into the same trap most young people do when they move away from home and family.  After about 18 years of never missing a Sunday mass or holy day of obligation, I started another streak of missing church consistently for longer than I care to admit.  I became a miserable, aggressive, angry, and lonely person.  The problem grew exponentially as I could not see my issues getting out of control as I started to turn away the people who cared for me the most.  During this time Jerry and I were working together and talking on a regular basis about work, friendship and about god.  To be honest most of what Jerry said would go in one ear and out the other as I was too proud or too naïve to listen to the spirit of his message.  However, on one faithful day as I drove thru the Mojave desert from Southern California to my home in Nevada, Jerry’s continued support to reach out and help a lost friend had finally hit me right in the heart.  I remember it like it was yesterday as we talked about my problems, how unhappy I was, why things never worked out for me outside of work, and why I secluded myself from the rest of the world like a hermit.  As only a devote friend could, Jerry delivered a profound message.  He stated in no very clear yet soft terms that I was never going to be happy in life, in my career, in any relationship, until I first developed some kind of relationship with the Lord again.  For whatever reason, that day I was compelled to listen, I was compelled to believe in Jerry’s pitch to start praying and find my way back to God.  Amongst all the scorched earth and cactus flying by me on that lonely stretch of blacktop, I believed that Jerry had my best interests at heart and most importantly never stop believing that his friend would one day fall on his sword and believe that his problems could be resolved if only for some kind of relationship with the God.

In summary, I can speak for hours about Jerry’s commitment to his passions, his gentle nature and understanding of others, his belief that thru a relationship with the Lord anything is achievable.  What I would submit to you is not what I can say about my pal Jerome but what my new wife would say about Jerry if asked how Jerry has played a role in our lives and how her husband has dramatically and positively changed over the 8 years we dated to 6 months into our young marriage.  
Lastly, and most importantly, one only need to ask another influential woman in my life, my mother Susan, a devote Roman Catholic immigrant from Italy who begged that her son start attending church again and build a relationship with god. To this day, my mother openly credits Jerry Mitchell as the sole reason for her son putting his personal life back together and integrating himself with the church again.  To my earlier point, Jerry never gives up on those he cares about and I would submit that he would never give up believing in his group at the leadership center as I experienced and believe he will help others achieve happiness and a feeling of completeness in their lives.


Warmest Regards,



Joseph Almasy
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