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February 10, 2015

Advisory Board

Community Connectors Grant

Dear Members of the Advisory Board:

In fall of 2012, Kent State University at Salem and East Liverpool faculty and staff introduced the concept of developing a Rural Scholars Program to increase post-secondary education access in Columbiana County.  The initiative partners Kent State’s Columbiana campuses with local school districts to help overcome educational barriers that our most at-risk students face.

We in the Salem City School District are pleased to be one of six districts participating in the program.  Other districts include Southern Local, Crestview, Wellsville, Lisbon Exempted, and East Liverpool City Schools.  With increasing numbers of students falling below the poverty line, the Rural Scholars Program provides our district with another resource to engage students in meaningful mentoring relationships and community-based learning experiences.

The Rural Scholars Program has established a bridge for Salem students who have both the aptitude and desire to pursue post-secondary education.  In particular, it seems that the career exploration and financial literacy programming made available to both the Rural Scholars and our entire sixth grade class have great promise.  I think that this program is having a positive impact on student learning in Salem City School district.

I appreciate the inclusion of Salem as a district eligible for the Community Connectors grant opportunity.  The Rural Scholars Program is a valuable service to our students and our greater Columbiana County community.  If I can provide any additional information, please feel free to contact me by calling 330-332-0316 or by emailing shiversjoe@salem.k12.oh.us.

Sincerely,
Dr. Joseph Shivers

Superintendent
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