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SAFE SANCTUARY POLICY
North Lewisburg United Methodist Church recognizes the responsibility of the church to do all in its power to assure the safety and protection of children and youth who come to the church and during all scheduled activities. 
We will work to ensure that no harm comes to children and youth by:
· Having at least two adults (unrelated) present in the room where children and youth events, classes, etc. are occurring. In addition, a “roaming adult” will visit the rooms periodically. 
· Assuring that no volunteer under the age of 18 will have sole responsibility, nor be alone with children or youth. 
· Having eye-level windows in classrooms, or doors will be kept open at all times when children or youth are present.
· Providing a child protection orientation session that includes:
· Church policies for prevention of child abuse
· Procedures to be used in activities/events involving children and youth
· Appropriate steps to report an incident of abuse
· Details of state laws regarding child abuse
· Providing parents advance notice and full information about activities involving children and youth
· Holding adequate liability insurance for the scope of all programs and events
For new volunteers, we will apply the following:
· Must be involved with the congregation for at least six months before they work with children and youth
· Screening process which includes reference, interviews, and application forms
All persons, paid or volunteer, who work with children and/or youth, will be required to sign a form consenting in advance to possible fingerprinting and criminal background checks.
The Staff-Parish Relations Team leader will oversee the implementation of this Safe Sanctuaries policy and provide for the safe-keeping of the consent forms at the church. Volunteers, works, and church administration will review this policy at least annually, so that all will be reminded of the rules and so that any needed modifications may be made to the policy. 
This Safe Sanctuary Policy is adopted by the congregation of North Lewisburg United Methodist Church, February 28, 2011 and will be reviewed and updated annually.
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