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To Whom It May Concern, 
 
It is with great pleasure that I write this Letter of Support for the grant proposal you are submitting with 
colleagues from Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center, Partners for Achieving Community 
Transformation, City Year Columbus, and Fellowship of Christian Athletes. As Director of the School of 
Health & Rehabilitation Sciences, I oversee faculty and educational programs at the graduate and 
undergraduate levels in the health professions, including Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, 
Radiological Sciences, Respiratory Therapy, Medical Dietetics, Athletic Training, Medical Laboratory 
Sciences, Health Information & Management Systems, and Health Sciences. These majors and fields are 
all extremely important to the health care system, and our graduates have been very successful at finding 
employment in high paying jobs after graduation. 
 
In spite of the excellent career paths our graduates can follow, our professions currently suffer from a lack 
of socio-economic, racial and ethnic diversity. This is a growing problem, as we strive to mirror the 
increasingly diverse populations we serve so that we can provide the best care possible. The problem is 
multi-factorial, so we are addressing it at all levels from outreach to young children through recruiting 
and retention of students and faculty as well as by our commitment to continually improving our 
admissions processes. 
 
As a School, we place a great deal of emphasis on building character and professionalism through in-class 
and service learning experiences for our students. We are excited to participate in this Medical Mentoring 
Matters (M3) program by providing faculty, graduate student, and undergraduate volunteers. You can tell 
by the Letters of Support from all of our Division Directors that this support is broad-based and will be 
impactful at exposing the children at these 7 elementary, middle and high schools to many of the different 
career options in health care that are available, as well as what it takes to succeed in these careers.  
 
We commit to encouraging students to participate in these programs by providing academic credit 
towards their service learning requirements, and we will support faculty who wish to spend 2% of their 
service time as volunteer mentors as well. In particular, I support Dr. Chaudhari to spend 2% of his 
service time to be a volunteer mentor and 2% of his service time to serve as a member of the Leadership 
Team for this Community Connectors proposal. 
 
I look forward to working with the team to make this program successful for years to come. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Deborah S. Larsen, PhD, FASAHP 
Professor and Director, School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences 
Associate Dean, College of Medicine 
Associate Vice President, Health Sciences 

Phone (614) 247-4217  Fax (614) 292-0210   E-mail deborah.larsen@osumc.edu 


