LEADERSHIP TEAM BIOGRAPHIES ATTACHMENT

Tei Street currently serves as the Education Director for the Partners Achieving Community Transformation (PACT) on behalf of The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center.  Tei has amassed a wealth of experience in higher education, curriculum development & training in sexual assault prevention, domestic violence prevention and advocacy, education and youth leadership development.  She served as Statewide Minority Liaison for the Ohio Secretary of State Jennifer Brunner, Director of Community Education & Engagement for Ohio Treasurer Kevin L. Boyce and Director of Education for Columbus Mayor, Michael B. Coleman.  Tei holds Bachelor & Master of Arts degrees from The Ohio State University.  Tei will serve as this project’s Program Director and Chair of the Leadership Team.

Tei is the recipient of the YWCA’s Prestigious “Woman of Achievement” Award, Chamber of Commerce’s Outstanding Young Citizen Award, Business First Magazine’s Forty Under 40 Award, is listed in multiple editions of Who’s Who in Black Columbus and a plethora of other awards too numerous to list.  She is a member of the Columbus (OH) Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.  She is a graduate of United Way’s Project Diversity, Leadership Columbus, and the African American Leadership Academy.   Tei currently serves as the Chair of Development and Public Relations on the Board of Trustees for I Know I Can, a college access program. 
Stephanie A. Yancey Bland, originally from Akron, Ohio, is a graduate from the University of Akron where she received her Bachelor Degree and Master Degrees. Her teaching career was in the Akron Public Schools for fourteen years. In the Akron Public Schools she served in numerous leadership roles including the curriculum writing team. She is currently Principal of Champion Middle School in Columbus City Schools. She has been an administrator in the district for 16 years. Stephanie served as Principal at Deshler Elementary and Valley Forge Elementary respectively. In Columbus City Schools she has served on several district committees. She is currently serving as Principal of Champion Middle School in Columbus City Schools, where all three of this grant’s proposed mentoring activities (Mentoring Matters, City Year and FCA) will take place.  She will serve as Columbus City Schools’ representative on the Leadership Team.

Tasha Booker serves as the Vice President and Executive Director for City Year Columbus. In this role she serves as the primary leader, internal manager, strategist, external champion, and builder of the Columbus site. Tasha develops and leads City Year Columbus’ annual and long-term strategy and priorities, in alignment with City Year Inc. strategy and priorities.  Tasha will manage City Year’s activities for this grant and serve on the Leadership Team.

Prior to joining City Year, Tasha served as the Director of Development and Public Relations for I Know I Can, a local college access organization serving Columbus City Schools. She was responsible for all resource development and public relations activities of I Know I Can to recognize an annual organizational budget of $4 million. Tasha has also held roles for United Way of Central Ohio, Boy Scouts of America and Nationwide Children’s Hospital. 

Tasha is dedicated to her community through her service on volunteer committees for the YWCA, and as a member of the Board of Directors for First Night Columbus and the advisory board for the YMCA Jerry L. Garver branch. She is a founding member of the National Coalition of 100 Black Women Central Ohio Chapter and is a member of WELD Ohio and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. Columbus, Ohio Alumnae Chapter. She is a graduate of the JPMorgan Chase Gen Y Leadership Project and a Cycle 6 African American Leadership Academy Fellow. She was recognized in 2011 as a Girls Rock Columbus Honoree and in the Business First 2014 class of Forty under 40. 

Tasha received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Franklin University and holds a Masters of Education from Mount Vernon Nazarene University and a State of Ohio teaching licensure. 

Tim Brown is an author, educator, coach, and motivational speaker who has inspired youth and adults in the Central Ohio area for more than a decade. A native of Cleveland, Ohio, Tim received his B.A. degree from Ohio University and began his professional career in Columbus, Ohio where he still resides with his wife of 29 years and children. He currently serves as a Camp Ministry Director for the Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA), is a licensed ordained minister and serves as Assistant Pastor at the Worship Center of Central Ohio.  He will organize FCA’s mentor teams for this project and serve on its Leadership Team.

Tim has taught students from elementary to high school and is a former Columbus Public School Behavior Modification Instructor. He, along with his wife Karmen, founded the TAKE-ABC basketball program in 1986 and has coached over 500 student athletes who have received either athletic or academic scholarships to attend college. He has also been a chapel speaker for the Ohio State University, Otterbein College, Ohio Dominican University, and the University of Akron football teams.

Ajit Chaudhari, PhD, FACSM is an Associate Professor of Physical Therapy, Orthopaedic Surgery, Mechanical Engineering & Biomedical Engineering at The Ohio State University and Diversity Champion for OSU’s School of Health & Rehabilitation Sciences. In this last role, Ajit leads the identification and implementation of initiatives across the School to improve and support diversity in the student body and faculty. Initiatives range from the proposed M3 mentoring program, to recruiting high school students from under-represented minorities to OSU, to providing support as a faculty mentor to the Minorities in Health & Rehabilitation Sciences student organization, to improving recruiting, admissions and retention policies in the School’s professional and graduate programs, to assisting faculty search committees in recruiting candidates from under-represented minorities for open positions, to organizing educational programs on implicit bias and other diversity and inclusion related topics for the current faculty. Ajit has also organized outreach activities to educate middle schoolers, high schools, undergraduate, and the public on his research into sports injuries as Co-Director of the Movement Analysis & Performance Research Program at OSU. Ajit will serve as one of the M3 faculty mentors, help coordinate recruitment of the M3 faculty mentors and serve on the Leadership Team representing OSU.

Ajit received his Bachelor of Science, Master of Science, and Doctor of Philosophy degrees from Stanford University and has been a professor at Ohio State University since 2006. A native of Columbus, Ohio, Ajit currently resides in Upper Arlington with his wife Lise (also a professor at OSU Wexner Medical Center) and 2 young children.

William D. Hayes, Ph.D. is Director of Healthcare Reform Strategy for the OSU Wexner Medical Center and Adjunct Faculty in the OSU College of Public Health.  One of his current activities is working to increase focus on addressing the social determinants of health.  A second area of focus is to facilitate the training of health professional students in the areas of interdisciplinary team practice and better understanding how to work with populations from vulnerable and lower income communities. Through these activities Dr. Hayes has helped more effectively connect the OSU Wexner Medical Center and OSU’s Health Sciences Colleges and Schools with community-based practices.

Before joining OSU, Dr. Hayes was the founding president of the Health Policy Institute of Ohio, Ohio’s leading non-partisan health policy center, Assistant Deputy Director at Ohio Medicaid, and a Deputy Director of the Ohio Department of Health.  He earned his Ph.D. in Political Science from Northwestern University.  Among his duties at these jobs, and in his current job, has been to help design, oversee and conduct evaluation of programs.

This grant is a natural extension of his current work.  He will serve as the Evaluation Leader for this grant, a member of the Leadership Team and co-coordinator of OSU’s efforts with Dr. Chaudhari.
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