Today more than ever, kids need hope.

In families hit hard by economic distress and struggling just to survive, the
basic social and emotional needs of their children often fall into the void. This
void erodes children’s hope for the future, sometimes even rendering them
physiologically incapable of learning until their needs can be met. A disruption
in learning at an early age comes with serious consequences. Reading ability at
the end of third grade serves as a reliable predictor of high school graduation.
And research shows that children who fall behind in first grade have only a one
in eight chance of ever catching up without extraordinary efforts.

These children need someone who can be present at the critical time in their
lives when values are formed, when self-esteem is developed, and when basic
academic and problem-solving skills are acquired. Someone who simply shows up
every week and doesn’t let them down. Someone whose friendship will be the
“extraordinary effort” kids need.

You can be the one.

So what do these children, now age 13, believe about life? Worth pondering—
research from George Barna reveals: “In essence, what you believe by the time
you are 13 is what you will die believing.”
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‘I want to make a difference, but
| don't know how.”

Budget cuts have left schools across the
country lacking the resources they need
to help their kids succeed. When they
hear about KIDS HOPE USA, they reach
out to us to find them a church who is
willing to partner with them. There's

a huge—and largely unmet—need

out there.

At the same time, many churches now
realize that their local communities
are the place where they can make
the biggest difference—not just by
donating material goods, but by
actually engaging in life-changing,
one-on-one relationships with at-risk
children in their communities.
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KIDS HOPE USA gives churches all the tools they need

to prepare for this ministry:

« Director training to help launch,
operate and administer a
successful KHUSA program.

- Program materials to prepare
members of the congregation
to participate.
+ Ongoing consulting to
help with ongoing operation
and growth.
A dedicated website full of useful
resources for building and
sustaining a program.

Professional support resources,
including child development
experts and career educators.

Continuing education
opportunities at the local,
regional and national level.

National promotion and
recognition to boost program
credibility.

Publications and communications
for equipping, educating and
encouraging volunteers.

National standards compliance

assistance and ongoing program
evaluation.

Director groups to help KHUSA
Directors learn from one another.
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KIDS HOPE USA church-school partnerships provide a proven
intervention for at-risk kids, resulting in significant changes in attitude

and behavior as well as academic performance, at no cost to the school.

Teachers and principals recognize that what the children receive from individual
attention outside the class equals or exceeds what they would receive in the
classroom.

Elementary schools across the country are requesting KIDS HOPE USA programs
because they know how much these mentoring relationships make a difference in
the lives of their children. And they know that KIDS HOPE USA programs are led by
trained Directors, who recruit, screen, train and supervise the mentors, requiring
no commitment of time or financial resources from the school.

"WWWWMWWWW. New { want te teackh
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= According to the Frost Research
Center nationwide evaluation, nearly
all students (99.3%) with KIDS HOPE
USA mentors were perceived to have
benefited from the program, as
reported by their teachers. Specific
areas of improvement included
behavior, attendance, academic
achievement and motivation to learn.

« |n a nationwide survey of KIDS HOPE
USA schools, 100% of principals would,
if they were to transfer, want KHUSA
at their new school. Additionally,
100% would recommend KHUSA
to their colleagues.




One Hewr

One simple thing will make a big difference in the life of an at-risk
child: a one-on-one, positive relationship with a responsible, caring
adult. This can happen in just 60 minutes a week.

KIDS HOPE USA offers churches and schools a proven, award-winning model
to meet the emotional, social and academic needs of children.

KHUSA programs create one-on-one mentoring relationships between adult
church members willing to give a little time and a lot of love, and at-risk
elementary schoolchildren in their community who desperately need loving,
caring adults in their lives.

Utilizing the existing structures of churches and elementary schools as the
framework for these programs, KIDS HOPE USA creates successful, sustainable and
life-changing church-school partnerships.

In this One Child, One Hour, One Church, One School model, each participating
church partners with a single school, and each KHUSA church-sponsored mentor
spends one hour each week reading, talking, listening and playing with their
“one-and-only child” at the school. By helping the child feel loved and valued,
they help that child to learn, grow and succeed.
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