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To Whom it may concern:

I'm writing to ask consideration for Elyria Teens Achieve Success. As a mother of a teen child,
this program would be so beneficial to the community. I'm not sure if you're aware of my story, |
am the mother of Dominic Zullo, | wrote the letter to Live with Kelly and Michael that prompted
attention for Stacie Starr to be considered for top teacher in the nation, which she ultimately
won.

Since the show, | have taken custody of 2 more teen boys that were removed from a home
filled with physical and drug abuse. While | feel | can offer these boys a better life than they had,
there are hundreds more in our community that aren't going to get that chance. This program
would be a beacon of light in the lives of these kids.

There are currently no places to go after school to better themselves. Most of these kids have
zero parental involvement in important things like preparing for a vocation, writing essays for
colleges, help with their current studies so they don't get so far behind they give up. It happens.
A lot of these kids lack self confidence, have very poor self esteem, and they turn to other
things that are "easy money". They get hooked up with the wrong crowd, because that's all
they know. They're in survival mode, because no one has proven to them they are worthy.

This program would help so many "at risk" teens realize their potential. If I've learned one thing
during my time with my "new boys", it's that they DO need rules, they DO need consistency,
they DO need someone to just believe in them, they DO need a place to go where they feel
safe. Away from peer pressure.

Elyria Teens Achieve Success will be able to provide all these things, so these "forgotten " kids
will be productive members of this community. Please consider this program, as | feel it is
detrimental to "our" children.

Thank you for your consideration,

Maryann Verlotti
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