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Dear Friends,

As a collaboration of agencies committed to serving our most vulnerable children in
the city of Elyria, we respectfully submit our application and the attached documents
to support our Elyria Teens Achieve Success Mentoring program. We've worked
tirelessly to develop a program that will give our teens the best we can offer among
everyone's unique services that will incorporate the Community Connectors Core
Principles. Elyria Teens Achieve Success will offer teens an invaluable mentoring
program and experience that has never been accessible to them before. We truly
believe it holds the key to help them unlock their unlimited potential and believe in
themselves.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or require
additional information. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Lisa Gonzalez Bramhall

Executive Director
Save Our Children



mailto:lisabramhall@gmail.com

mailto:apply@communityconnectors.ohio.gov



			[image: image1.png]MM
g COMMUNITY

ommuni ityConnec tors.Ohio.gov









			Elyria Teens Achieve Success Application 








Application Section I: Community Connectors Program Description



1. The target population is students grades 5-12. Identify the grade level or levels at each school that your program will be targeting. Programs may serve students in one or more grade levels.  



The Elyria Teens Achieve Success program will serve teens in grades 9-12 who attend Elyria High School.


2. Provide the number of youth in each grade level and at each school your program proposes to serve. 



There will be a total of 96 children served in the program on an annual basis; 24 students in each grade, with 12 boys and 12 girls in each grade level.  Total students in three years = 288. 


3.   Select one: Which of the following best describes the proposed project? Select one.


A. Totally new program developed by this organization



B. Replication of an existing model in use by others. Please provide the name of this model.



C. Expansion of an existing program within the applicant organization 



D. Extension of an existing program to a new setting



The option that best describes the Elyria Teens Achieve Success program is a totally new program utilizing the strengths shared by a unique collaboration of agencies. By combining existing programs with years’ of successes, we have melded together a comprehensive after-school mentoring program. The program was carefully designed with the mission of providing multiple enrichment opportunities with program mentors for at-risk teens in the City of Elyria. Our mentoring program will offer students a structured afterschool program option where they will form valuable connections with their mentors through a variety of programs, each designed to help youth realize their unlimited and unleashed potential.  



4.   Please describe your project. How will it address each of the five Community Connectors core principles and what outcomes will you use to measure success.



Our teens are at-risk. There are few programs in our County focused on supporting teenagers after school through their high school years, particularly during the prime teen activity hours from 6-9 p.m.  Our program will not only provide a safe place for students to go, it will also offer caring mentors who will show students individual attention believe in them, and show confidence in their abilities to enjoy hope-filled futures – encouraging them to stay off the streets and make positive life choices.  


As Community Connectors, we will work together to get students excited about their futures and prepare them with the skills that they need to meet those futures head-on. Our partnership will help expand students’ social and human capital asset bases by giving them new support systems, as they navigate the difficult transitions they will face when graduating high school and pursuing their college and career dreams. Elyria Teens Achieve Success will equip students with an essential 21st century toolkit. This ‘toolkit’ of skills will assist them on a self-led journey toward success in college, in the workplace and in everyday life. These skills include moral and ethical leadership and self-leadership; self-regulation and individual accountability; higher-level and creative thinking; self-empowerment; goal-setting and attainment; healthy behaviors and life balance; interpersonal and communication skills; work ethic, grit and perseverance; team dynamics and team roles; and competitive and collaborative behaviors. 


Setting Goals to Be Prepared for 21st Century Careers:  During our afterschool sessions, mentors will work with students to establish individual goals. Further, one community partner, Effective Leadership Academy (ELA), will facilitate students’ knowledge of how to write SMART (Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic, and Timely) goals, and then how to hold themselves accountable to reach those goals. By practicing their newly developed skills, students will begin to set healthy self-management patterns that are vital if they are to succeed in their studies and further work interests. Students will also identify areas of college preparation and college exploration interest and be exposed to professionals and businesses in our community.  By helping students identify their interests, researching the specific training and education necessary, setting SMART goals and working with mentors, we can assist them in holding themselves accountable and achieving success.  



Building Character: A key component of our programming is character development. We believe that it is essential for students to uncover and develop their own code of ethics, as well as cultivate vital character traits including grit, perseverance, and self-regulation. We will teach students the importance of developing these characteristics, as well as putting them into practice while in our program and upon its completion. By incorporating various community service projects and peer mentoring volunteer opportunities in our program, we will give students the chance to develop their characters in terms of compassion and understanding. This community engagement is extremely valuable for our students’ character development and subsequent academic success. When students learn to give back and build pride within their community and in themselves, they will simultaneously realize their own strengths and talents, and begin to experience and appreciate how it feels when their actions make a difference for others.  



In addition to the community service and leadership components, our program’s Mentoring Through Literature Groups will empower students to use their voices through literary characters dealing with various relevant issues facing all teens: suicide, abuse, gangs, self-esteem, violence, peer pressure, drug and alcohol abuse and grief and loss.   Activities will foster reading comprehension and critical thinking skills development that are designed to give kids a positive medium through which to speak their thoughts and opinions, as well as problem solve and build character.  The process of journaling during this section encourages daily self-reflection, which will also help guide students in developing their own metacognition, moral compass and approach to dealing with difficult life situations.



Developing Pathways to Achievement: Our programming is built on the premise that students must develop self-efficacy if they are to succeed in school, work, and life as a whole. We will teach students that taking personal responsibility for one’s own future is the first step to making responsible adult decisions. Self-efficacy is underlined in each of our program sessions as we seek to cultivate this character trait in the youth that we serve. Through our career exploration and college preparation, leadership and vision, Mentoring Through Literature, and tolerance sessions, staff mentors and community mentors will assist students in helping them develop their critical thinking and decision-making skills. This will give students the tools they need to make positive life choices when faced with difficult decisions



Building a Sense of Resiliency: Resilience is tied to the ability to learn to live with ongoing fear and uncertainty, or, in other words, the ability to show positive adaptation in spite of significant life adversities and the ability to adapt to difficult and challenging life experiences. As Ernest Hemingway once wrote, “The world breaks everyone and afterwards many are strong at the broken places”. The goal of Elyria Teens Achieve Success is to help students place themselves in healthy situations that foster connections with prosocial mentors and peers.  We aim to help teens identify their individual strengths or the “buried treasures” that will help to serve as their ticket out of their high-risk environment.



Our career exploration and college preparation components will help students develop a career orientation and job-related interview skills and work habits, in addition to promoting higher levels of education and training.  Giving students the opportunity to spend quality time with prosocial mentors and teens on a consistent daily basis will help them separate from deviant peer groups and participate in positive activities within the community.  At Save Our Children (SOC), 98% of our student population is African American. The Mentoring Through Literacy component of our programming incorporates books about literary characters that students will find relatable while encouraging them to develop a sense of pride in the tremendous resilience of their cultural history.  Being able to identify with similar struggles of literary characters and discover ways to cope and navigate through difficult situations will strengthen their resolve to overcome and succeed. 



Believing In A Positive Future:  Every program component of Elyria Teens Achieve Success was designed to deliver what our community leaders felt were critical in mentoring teens to believe in a positive future.  By offering consistent daily activities and interaction with positive mentors and role models, teens will develop a positive sense of self and hope in their future.  Collectively, we represent a group of agencies that have served children for many years.  We’ve discovered over these many years that first and foremost, children want someone to care about them. 



Our programming provides multiple opportunities for mentors to work alongside teens every day in an environment that fosters meaningful connections and relationships between mentors and peers.  These experiences will demonstrate how mentors and other professionals respect teens and hold them in high regard. 



Through our Monthly Showcase with parents, mentors and teens, we will encourage parent participation and involvement in their children’s futures as well.  We will provide support for parents to connect with their children and help us deliver a consistent message of hope in the future.  



Measuring Success: Success for our students comes in many shapes and sizes. Overall, program success looks like students feeling confident about their ability to succeed in life, along with showcasing the practical skill set that accompanies that success which includes: effective communication, teamwork, goal setting, and time management skills, among others.



We expect this program to have specific, measurable outcomes for our student participants. Our overarching goal is to help our students develop self-efficacy so they can be self-leaders. Students will leave our program having the toolkit they need to affect positive change in their lives, and to contribute positively to our society.


To evaluate our progress, we will use the following goals and objectives to measure student growth:



Goal 1: Our students will develop the self-efficacy and practical life skills that will equip them to succeed in school, in the workplace, and in life as a whole.



1. 90% of students will demonstrate an increase of 5 points (on a 10-point Likert scale) in their understanding and use of goal-setting techniques.



2. 90% of students will show a 3-point improvement in understanding effective communication skills.



3. 85% of students will show a 2-point improvement in their ability to think outside the box.



4. 90% of students will show a 3-point improvement in awareness of keeping an open mind.



5. 85% of students will report a 2-point increase in their understanding of embracing change.



6. 80% of students will indicate a 2-point increase in their understanding of first impressions.


Goal 2: Our students will develop the leadership qualities and skills that will prepare them to accept leadership responsibilities in school, in the workplace, and in life as a whole.


1. 80% of students will indicate a 4-point increase in their understanding of how teams develop 



2. 90% of students will report a 2-point increase in their leadership skills.



3. 85% of students will report they have increased their time management skills by 2 points.



4. 85% of students will report they changed their mindsets from being a prisoner (someone who did not want to be in the program) or a vacationer (someone who was just there for the fun of it) to a learner (someone who wants to actually learn what is being taught). 


Goal 3: To Provide a comprehensive service plan of structured after-school activities for teens who are identified as at-risk due to their student performance, behaviors or are living in poverty.  By promoting pro-social behaviors, this program will cause behavioral changes that will ultimately lead to improvement in our students’ self-concept and will provide numerous opportunities for their academic, social and personal growth.



1. 85% of participants will display a healthier self-esteem and positive growth as evidenced by a student survey                        2. 85% of participants will improve their academic performance in two or more subject areas as compared with data from the last year prior to enrollment.


3. 85% of students will improve end-of-grade test scores in one or more areas. 


                      4. 90% of students will participate in a minimum of 4 hours of community service per month through peer mentoring younger students at SOC.

          






           5. 90% of students will participate in cultural field trips to see outside of their daily lives to expose them to different experiences, which will help them look forward to a positive future. 






Goal 4:  Our students will explore career and college opportunities to prepare them for 21st century careers.


1. 100% of students will complete a career plan workbook to help them identify individual goals.                     2. 100% of students will develop a college portfolio to include sample essays, completing the Universal College Application, in addition to scholarship and financial aid forms. 




                 3. Elyria Teens Achieve Success will collaborate with College Now and Lorain County Community College to ensure 90% of seniors in the program submit a college application to LCCC.                                                     4. 100% of students will participate in building a company with their class and work with business mentors through Nordson Corporation, Bramhall Engineering, and other local businesses.


          5. 90% of juniors and seniors will go on at least two planned college field trips during the year.          


5.  Please describe the specific activities your program will conduct.





           


It is our goal to run a structured after school program from 6-9 p.m. in The Boys and Girls Club building from Monday through Friday in accordance with the Elyria School calendar.  We will serve 96 children during the first calendar year. There will be 24 children (12 boys and 12 girls) from each class, freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors.  Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. to allow teens to come in for extra assistance and to get settled for the start of the programming at 6 p.m.  Students will also have daily meals provided on site.  The daily schedule will go as follows:



6:00-6:45: Homework Assistance & Tutoring








     6:45-7:30:  Boys and Girls will separate and do a small group session in their daily mentorship through literature class where they will be read to and participate in daily discussions and activities around the specific books.













    7:30-9:00:  Classes will reconvene in mixed groups that will focus one of five different areas each day; Career Exploration and College Readiness, Leadership & Goal Setting, Choices and Community Building.



Homework Assistance & Tutoring Block



With the difficulty many teens experience in their home environments, they often struggle to find homework assistance. All parents are not comfortable assisting their children with their schoolwork. The many risk factors associated with poverty forces many families to put the value of education on the backburner.  This cycle sets many teens up to feel hopeless about their futures and their abilities to seek higher levels of education after high school.  Allowing children the opportunity to work with mentors every day after school will give teens the chance to finish their homework and build confidence in their abilities as students.  This in turn will develop hope for a positive future. 


Mentoring Through Literature Block


Children love being read to at any age, but unfortunately it generally stops soon after they are able to read on their own.  The opportunity to explore and discuss modern literature and how it relates to them is extremely limited during the school day.  In addition, unless a teen is enrolled in honors classes, they aren’t expected to do any summer reading or book annotations.   


This mentorship program will allow teens to break into smaller, same sex groups according to grade levels to explore various books that have valuable content which is current and relevant to them.  They will have the opportunity to build their own personal libraries, as they will keep all the books they read, but they will participate in valuable group discussions and activities in a safe and encouraging environment.  The themes discussed within these novels allow for student to express themselves in a non-threatening way by using characters as their voices.  Students can relate to the struggles of many of the literary characters in the novels but are able to identify with the characters’ sense of resiliency as they work through their problems and come out on the other side.  


All teens in the program will journal and participate in valuable group discussions and activities on a daily basis.  This programing has already been developed and conducted by an Elyria High School Intervention Specialist, Stacie Starr, and has proved to be an invaluable experience for the teens involved. This mentoring through literature strategy was successfully piloted under a U.S. Department Of Education grant for mentoring and the junior high youth have now successfully graduated and credited the mentor group.  She has witnessed children completely turn their grades and lives around, develop a deep sense of self confidence and pride in their education, as well as begin to hope and believe they have a chance at a better life and a positive future. 


Career Exploration and College Preparation Block



During this portion of the programming, students will develop a college portfolio with sample essays for college applications, personality assessments, pre ACT and SAT testing, career research sheets, sample college applications, working through the FAFSA (financial aid form). Students will have representatives from the Nordson Corporation and other professionals in the community present twice a month to discuss their professions and roles in their jobs. The focus and concentrations for freshmen and sophomores will be different than that of juniors and seniors. Students will also go on field trips to visit various businesses and agencies in areas that have a specific interest for them. This will give them a chance to see firsthand what a particular profession and business is like, and to interact with the individuals employed there.  Allowing business mentors to work with students will help prepare them for 21st Century careers.  


Leadership and Vision Block



During this programming section, students will experience programming provided by the Effective Leadership Academy. The Effective Leadership Academy is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that works in partnership with other youth development organizations to provide personal development programs for students in grades 5-12. 



ELA will deliver two after school programs. The first, Club LEAD, will be offered in a sequential 16-week curriculum to Sophomores (Year 1) and Juniors (Year 2) as an intensive self-leadership and life skills program, delivered in 45-minute sessions. The Freshmen and Seniors will receive ELA’s Transitions curriculum (an intensive experience for rising high school freshman/rising college freshman that addresses the social, emotional and academic challenges students face during the important life passage from middle to high school and high school to college). Each student will also receive a copy of “7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens” by Stephen Covey in addition to the accompanying journal that goes with the book.  This will spark self-exploration and meaningful discussions on a weekly basis for all teens enrolled in the program. The leadership and vision block will help students develop a clear pathway to achievement. 


Junior Achievement Block


Our program has collaborated with Junior Achievement to offer three valuable programs to our students that will equip students with the tools and skills required to earn and keep a job in high-growth career industries.  With the assistance of Junior Achievement staff, Mentors will be trained to deliver curriculum to Freshmen and Sophomores in Career Success which teaches students about the 4Cs (critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity), soft skill work priorities, STEM and other high-growth industries, personal-brand and job-hunting tools—resumes, cover letters, interviews, and digital profiles.



Our juniors and seniors will participate in a Financial Literacy course that focuses on earning money; spending money wisely through budgeting; saving and investing money; using credit cautiously; and protecting one's personal finances. They also will be able to apply those elements to a personal financial plan that allows them to set specific goals for their lifelong financial needs and desired quality of life.



All of our students will also participate in the new Company Program, a blended model that unlocks the innate ability in students to solve a problem or fill a need in their community through an entrepreneurial spirit.  Each of the program's meetings begins with a team builder exercise. It is then divided into two activities:  Company Ops is that portion of the meeting during which students build and manage their business. This usually will take the majority of the meeting time.  During the Deeper Dive, near the end of the meeting, students work individually or in groups to take a closer look at a business-related topic. This work will culminate with students creating a Personal Action Plan at the program's conclusion.  We have arranged to collaborate with Big Brother/Big Sisters to assist us with providing a minimum of 16 business mentors (4 per class) from Nordson Corporation, and other local businesses to come in during our Company sessions.  This block will contribute to students preparing for 21st Century careers and developing pathways to achievement.  


Community Building Days Block



College entrance expectations often require students to obtain community service hours during their high school careers. It is unrealistic to expect most teens to feel comfortable reaching out to agencies or organizations on their own.  Our weekly Community Building Days build up our community by students paying it forward.  Each class will conduct a variety of community service projects in collaboration with their staff mentors where students will work together as a group. Nurturing their altruistic natures will contribute to building character.  


In addition to these days, Elyria Teens Achieve success will also collaborate with the YWCA and the Salvation Army who run a weekly in-school program for boys and girls at Elyria High School who are referred to their program by teachers or the principal, Dr. Jama.  All off their students will be offered an opportunity to be incorporated in the after school mentoring program.  They also bring a set of mentors who will be available to all the students once a week during the day.  We will work with the YWCA to coordinate cultural field trips that help the students to see outside of their daily lives and look forward to a brighter future. 


6.  Discuss how the program will utilize best practices to ensure program success. Are there successful mentor programs after which you will model your program?  Please name the program and describe what makes it successful.












       


Our Agency-Based mentoring program will take place at Nordson’s community building occupied by The Boys and Girls Club of Lorain County located in the south side of Elyria. This facility is just down the street from Elyria High School and surrounded by our lowest income housing projects.  This location will offer accessibility to our most vulnerable teens.   Mentors will meet with students after school on a daily basis from 6-9 p.m. in conjunction with the Elyria School calendar.   In accordance with the guidelines established from the National Mentoring Partnership on “How to Build A Successful Mentoring Program Using the Elements of Effective Practice,” the characteristics of the Elyria Teens Achieving Success program are:



A. Offer young people the chance to develop a relationship with one or more adults, other than parents and teachers, who become friends, role models and advocates for them;



B. Provide various forms of mentoring including tutoring, career exploration, life skills development, leadership development, game playing and going to entertainment and cultural events.



C. Provide a safe, caring environment where youth feel safe to explore their emotions and feelings and build character and integrity.



D. Use our mission statement to guide the development of policies and program practices.



E. The nature of various mentoring sessions will provide education/academic support, career exploration and college preparation, developing healthy behaviors and bonding with peers, building self esteem, leadership and goal setting



F. Offer a peer-mentoring component from youth in the teen program to children in the after school program at Save Our Children with the goal to encourage academic success and leadership.



By bringing together our best program components, our collaborative agencies will give students the strongest comprehensive programming available.  In many urban communities, teen programs are offered on a limited and piecemeal basis due to a lack of funding opportunities and competition amongst agencies in order to keep their doors open.  Unfortunately, the very population of teens that programs are intending to serve end up suffering because of a lack of collaboration and communication amongst them; this in turn can create duplication of service, substandard curriculum and programming and a limited amount of teens actually being served.  We strive to put an end to the old model where every agency stands alone and instead propose critical, creative, and outside-the-box thinking in order to offer a high quality and comprehensive program so we can effectively serve a larger number of teens.  By pooling our resources and working together, we have what it takes to build a thriving, robust mentoring program.


7. Describe your organization’s previous experience with this type of program OR a program of a similar scale,  including previous evaluations, size and duration of previously implemented programs, goals, and outcomes.


Save Our Children (SOC) is a non-denominational, faith based organization originally started 30 years ago by Asbury Methodist Church, historically the oldest African American church in the city of Elyria.  The organization was formed to provide programs for underprivileged children in the city of Elyria.  In 1996, Save Our Children became its own non-profit entity with 501(C)(3) status.  SOC has a rich history is highly regarded as a cornerstone in the community who has served a population of our most vulnerable children for over 30 years.  Historically, Save Our Children mentored and assisted children in all grades; however the current after school program includes 53 children in grades 1-6 with the mission of improving literacy and promoting academic excellence and leadership.  Due to lack of funding and limited space, SOC was forced to focus on a younger population.  Children are picked up from school, served a nutritious snack and receive homework assistance and curriculum from teacher/mentors employed at the school.  At the conclusion of the day, the children are driven home to their individual residences.  It was always the goal of SOC to once again build up their teen program because we identified the tremendous need and lack of programming available for teens in the city of Elyria.  Out of the families of children who attend SOC, 75% report making less than $5,000 per year and more than 50% do not have transportation. 


Mentoring Through Literature was started by Stacie Starr six years ago.  She is an intervention specialist and has worked with Elyria City Schools for 14 years.  She began the group while working for Northwood Middle School and also ran this program through The Boys And Girls Club of Lorain County during the summer of 2012.  Because of the scheduling constraints when at Elyria High School, she was unable to continue the mentoring group. Although there will be programming designed for mixed groups, the Mentoring Through Literature piece will be conducted in a small group of only 12 same-sex students for each grade.  This will allow same sex peers to share feelings and experiences through the voices of literary characters in a safe and encouraging environment run by their teacher/mentor.  Allowing teens to speak through these literary characters gives them the freedom to express themselves in a non-threatening way.  The content of the literature is relevant to many difficult issues teens are facing today such as suicide, violence, risky sexual behavior, gangs, drug and alcohol abuse, peer pressure and self-esteem.  


Effective Leadership Academy who has been established for six years, exists to help young people develop their most valuable asset—themselves.  They believe leaders are made, and with that concept in mind, are committed to supporting and developing the leaders of tomorrow.  ELA targets students across Northeast Ohio and works in partnership with over 69 schools and educational agencies, with 7,500 student alumni.  ELA’s programs serve 5th-12th grade students from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds.  


The YWCA Leadership Corps (YLC) is a positive youth development school based program for young women in the ninth and tenth grade at Elyria High School. Its aim is to enhance personal development and increased proactive participation in school/community involvement. The program is comprised of weekly sessions that focus on developing a positive self-image, leadership, networking, and teamwork skills in the participants. This past year the YWCA launched the Quarterly Relationship Roundup.  The Quarterly Relationship Roundup is a group-mentoring program for high school students through engaging community mentors. The YWCA identified 10 African American organizations who will be trained as mentor/coaches on how to engage in the lives of at-risk Elyria High School students, most of whom are African-American or bi-racial. The program provides high school students with socialization, career awareness and cultural opportunities.  Fran Frazier is a Consultant and Trainer specializing in issues related to racism and racial equity.  Fran was brought in by the Principal of Elyria High School, Dr. Jama, and the YWCA to offer training to mentors in working with African American and urban students.  She serves as a Senior Associate for Everyday Democracy, a national organization based in Connecticut.  Everyday Democracy promotes public dialogue and civic engagement in communities and workplaces that want to build capacity for action and change on issues where inequities exist.  Frances Curtis Frazier has served as a Consultant to numerous universities, colleges, professional associations, school districts, and social service agencies across Ohio and the nation.  Appointed by the Mayor, Fran is a Commissioner for the City of Columbus, Ohio Community Relations Commission.  We will bring in Fran Frazier to train our staff and community mentors.  



8. What will make this collaboration successful? What will the indicator(s) of success be for this collaboration?


As previously stated, this collaboration will be successful because it is comprised of forward thinking agencies and individuals who are dedicated to thinking critically and creatively outside of the box so that we may work together to best serve teens in our community.  Instead of standing alone as single entities, we are coming together in the true spirit of partnership and collaboration to offer the best mentoring program for teens in Elyria.  Save Our Children is the smallest organization in the collaboration and will be the lead agency and will run the program out of Nordson Corporation’s community building currently occupied by Boys and Girls Club.   This demonstrates our ability to put ego and individual agendas aside in order to do what is best by kids. Everyone has come to the table with genuine concern and commitment to form a quality program for teens to help them realize their unlimited potential and realize their dreams.  By nature of this unique partnership, this collaboration has already demonstrated success. We’ve worked very closely and expanded our views to provide an innovative and creative mentoring program.  This clearly demonstrates our ability to work together in the future to oversee consistent programming and financial responsibilities.  The biggest indicators of success will most certainly be when we are serving teens and demonstrating the extensive impact this collaborative mentoring program had in their lives through tracking students’ positive outcomes.   



Application Section II: Program Management


9. Leadership Team:  The leadership team should be comprised of no less than one member of each partnering organization. Please provide a brief bio of each leadership team member, including a brief description of the team member’s passion for the program and interest in working with young people. 


Lisa Gonzalez Bramhall, Executive Director of Save Our Children will oversee operations of the program and dedicate 30% of her personnel time toward the development and sustainability of this program.  She has a Bachelor’s Degree in Communication with a focus in Public Relations from the University of Dayton and has worked within the field of social services serving children for 25 years in various roles.  She has the unique perspective of not only being employed by several non-profit agencies through the years, but also serving as a volunteer, and acting as a long-standing Vice-Chair of the Board for two grassroots agencies who grew to become thriving organizations; Genesis House, a domestic violence shelter and Blessing House, a children’s crisis shelter.  Additionally, she served on the Board of Trustees for The Community Foundation of Lorain County.  She was the recipient of the Congressional Award of Excellence from Senator Sherrod Brown and was honored as a “Difference-maker” through Leadership Lorain County in 2006.  She wholeheartedly believes in the resilience of children and the amazing things that can happen when they believe in themselves.   



Cecilia Render, Executive Director of the Nordson Corporation Foundation based in Westlake, OH.  She has been at the Foundation since 1999 starting as the Program Officer.  Prior to Nordson, Cecilia was employed in the field of education.  She is actively involved in the Philanthropy Ohio Education Advisory Committee and Corporate Funders group, ReacHigher, the Lorain County P-16 council and the STEM education workgroup with the Association of Corporate Contribution Professionals.  She has worked as an advisor for Cleveland Scholarship Programs and the Educational Opportunity Program at Tri-C.  Cecilia has also been a part-time instructor at Cleveland State University in the School of Education.  She holds a M.Ed. from CSU with a concentration in Adult Learning and Development and a B.A. in Psychology with a concentration in Child Development from Smith College.  Cecilia is the 2015 Leadership Lorain County Eric Nord Award for Excellence in Leadership awardee.



Stacie Starr, Intervention Specialist for the Elyria City School District.  Over the past 14 years, she has dedicated herself as not only a teacher but as: a football, basketball, and track coach, student teacher mentor, boys mentoring book club advisor, assistant athletic director, acted as a member of both the climate and behavior school committees, OIP (Ohio Improvement Process) participate, and has sat on the Elyria Local Professional Development Committee for the past 8 years.  She has co-taught in inclusion classrooms throughout her entire career at the middle school and high school levels.  Stacie graduated from Lorain Southview High School in 1996.  Stacie graduated in 2001 from Ashland University with her Bachelor’s in Education earning a certificate in Education of the Handicapped LD / DH K-12 and General Education 1-8.  In 2006, she completed her Master’s in Education at Bowling Green State University.  Stacie received the Northeast Ohio Education Association’s Positive Image Award in 2008 for the work she did with her boys mentoring book club, as well as The Franklin B. Walter Outstanding Educator for Ohio that same year.  Stacie was most recently named the 2014 National Top Teacher on the Live with Kelly & Michael show.


Flo Brett, Executive Director of ELA, found the inspiration to start a leadership program for children when she recognized the struggle of newly promoted corporate professionals who were expected to assume leadership positions but lacked the necessary traits. Brett, a former nurse and executive training program manager, graduate of Derby University in the UK with degrees in Nursing and Leadership Development, developed and led an intensive adult leadership training program for the largest training hospital in the UK with outstanding results. This background, coupled with personal experience with the Greater Cleveland educational community, allowed Brett to quickly identify a significant gap in student leadership training in middle and secondary school environments. Brett decided to adapt an adult program to serve the needs of students in grades 5-12 by providing essential life skills development during their most formative years. ELA has served over 7,500 students since its inception in 2008, and the positive outcomes that our students report during every program evaluation attest to the significant impact our program makes in their lives. ELA was awarded the Positive Youth Development Award February 2015 from the Ohio Department of Education - Afterschool Network for the most creative program which demonstrated student impact and student improvement in social skills and developmental assets.


Dr. Thomas Jama, Principal of Elyria High School, is in his twenty-seventh year in education.  Dr. Jama served as an assistant principal, elementary principal and junior high principal in Elyria prior to being named the high school principal in the Clearview Local Schools in 2008 and the superintendent in 2010.  In his first five years in education, Dr. Jama served as a teacher, at-risk program coordinator and varsity football coach for the Lorain City Schools.  Dr. Jama earned his BSED from Slippery Rock University, his M.Ed. from Ashland University, and his Ed. D. degree from Northcentral University.  Dr. Jama resides in Elyria with his wife Kelly and is a proud father of two sons, Patrick and Kyle.  Dr. Jama was the 2001 Chronicle-Telegram Principal of the Year, 2005 S.A.I.L. graduate, 2014 Dr. MLK Jr. Educational Excellence Award recipient and an adjunct instructor for Ashland University.



Jeanine P, Donaldson, Executive Director of the YWCA for 26 years.  She received her education from Oberlin College with a B.M. Degree 1975 and attended Baldwin Wallace College in their graduate studies in 1976.  Her Certifications include being a YWCA Racial Justice Trainer.  She served as the State of Ohio – Ohio Civil Rights Commissioner, 2002 – 2007 and was a teacher in Lorain Schools from 1975 – 1976.  Her relevant board experience includes Mercy Hospital Trustee, 9yrs; Lorain Board of Education, 12yrs; Elyria Rotary Club, 25yrs; Lorain NAACP, Life Member; Ohio Council of YWCA’s; Oberlin College Alumni; Founding Board Member, Leadership Lorain County.  She received the National YWCA Racial Justice Award 2008, Boy Scout’s Whitney Young Award 1998, NBPW Sojourner Truth Award 1980, State of Ohio Health Dept. Women Making A Difference Award 1995, and Council on American Islamic Relations Community Service Award 2007.


10. A timeline of all major activities must be provided. Assessment, planning and initial training must be completed by September 7, 2015. Services must begin by September 7, 2015.  



April, 2015:  


A. Collaborative partner leaders will participate in community outreach and education of the Elyria Teens Achieve Success program to generate excitement and distribute applications for the program amongst the teachers and throughout the school.  Stacie Starr will set up information tables in the cafeteria and at school events.  Every student applicant will be required to fill out an application and receive two teacher recommendations to participate in the program.  


B. Collaborative partner leaders will hold a meeting to discuss program.



May, 2015: 


A. Program Director will conduct interviews with individual student applicants throughout the school day as well as after school to make sure students are appropriate for our program.  She will consult with the EHS Principal regarding final decisions of all applicants.



B. Program Director will contact applicants to let them know they are accepted into the program for the 2015-2016 school year.



C. Executive Director, Program Director and EHS Principal will conduct an after school meeting to go over Elyria Teens Achieve Success’ guidelines and expectations.  Students will be given a code of conduct and contract with expectations to sign and date.



D. Collaborative partner leaders will host a meet and greet to congratulate, welcome and celebrate the first incoming class of Elyria Teens Achieve Success prior to the last day of school.


E. Executive Director will distribute information in the local papers announcing employment opportunities for mentors.



F. Collaborative partner leaders will hold a meeting to discuss program.



June, 2015:



A. Executive Director and Program Director will conduct interviews to determine positions for staff mentors.


B. Mentors will be chosen by Executive Director and Program Director and notified by the end of June.



C. Collaborative leaders will hold a meet and greet to welcome new employees.



D. Collaborative partner leaders will hold a meeting to discuss program.



E. Big Brother/Big Sisters will generate interest and support for business mentors



July, 2015:



A. Executive Director will make sure mentors will receive BCI and FBI screenings.



B. Executive Director will schedule mentors to go through a CPR/First Aid class.


C. Mentors will participate in a mentoring training day. 



D. Junior Achievement will conduct training with Mentors and business mentors.



E. Collaborative leaders will hold a meeting to discuss program.



August, 2015



A. Mentors will participate in two whole day orientation and training with Stacie Starr.



B. Mentors will assist Stacie in setting up and organizing supplies and activities.



C. Collaborative leaders will hold a meeting to discuss program


D. Elyria Teens Achieve Success will host its opening day on August 31st, 2015.


E. Collaborative leaders will hold a meeting to discuss program. 


September, 2015 – May 2016



A. Program begins, as outlined above.



11. Describe the implementation process for reaching the following milestones: 



a. Screening, orientation, supporting, and monitoring process for mentors and other personnel working directly with youth;


b. Identification and intake process for mentees;


c. The means by which you will involve families of youth in your program; ongoing training of mentors throughout the life of the program, including topics and frequency;


d. Assessing fiscal accountability and faithful implementation of project plans; and


e. Any other critical information you would want the Community Connectors team to know. 



A. The 8 program mentors will possess a minimum of a 4 year degree with one personal and one professional letter of recommendation, fingerprint and criminal history background check (BCI), interview with program director and executive director, in-service and mentor training expectations conducted through Elyria Teens Achieving Success, and a mentor expectations/requirements checklist.



B. The program director, Stacie Starr, who also serves as an intervention specialist at the high school will work with administration, staff, counselors and coaches as a liaison for the program.  Students will be required to fill out an application and with a personal essay and receive two teacher/coach/counselor recommendations.  She will be responsible for conducting individual interviews with each mentee and obtain a commitment oft program rules and expectations.



C. Monthly showcases will be offered between mentors, mentees and parents.  The purpose of these showcases will be to highlight student achievements with presentations from students.  They will be able to demonstrate their monthly accomplishments and mentors will address what to expect the following month.  Dinner will be served for everyone and a presentation will be given to the whole group discussing various topics such as ACT/SAT, FAFSA, cyberbullying, various forms of abuse, additional agency presentations such as MADD and local law enforcement.  There will be a monthly newsletter distribution containing updates for parents will be included that will also highlight rising stars, birthday acknowledgements and academic successes.  



D. The collaboration will conduct monthly meetings amongst the leadership team to continually discuss and asses the program and fiscal accountability of the project to ensure it stays on course.  



12. Describe how each applicant partner plans to contribute to the overall program plan including, but not   limited to, time contribution, personnel contribution, monetary contribution, shared responsibilities, use of facilities, etc. Complete the Roles and Responsibilities worksheet attachment.  See Attachment.


Application Section III: Evaluation Plan 



13. The evaluation plan is intended to provide lead organizations with a framework that will ensure the program is on track to positively impact the lives of students and identify needs for additional support when challenges arise. Each evaluation plan must list the scope of work and describe the following:


a. Plans for keeping records of mentor contact hours, unduplicated count of students served each month, mentor training hours, etc. for ongoing reporting;



b. Gathering of data to measure progress of program towards meeting the selected goals;



c. Projected indicators of success; and



d. Anticipated barriers to successful evaluation including data collection 
and measurement of progress toward outcomes.


A. Each mentor will have a time sheet they will sign in and out every day when they arrive on site to begin working at the program.  The program director will sign off on each time sheet on a weekly basis to make sure proper and accurate documentation is kept with each mentor.  At the start of each program day, attendance will be taken in each grade of 24 students and turned in to the program director.  Attendance will then be entered into a database in order to track attendance on each student.  Mentor training hours will also be logged and documented in individual personnel files. Each partnering organization will produce a monthly contact report – including team hours, resources used etc.



B. Homework logs will be filled out every day to demonstrate what subjects each student worked on/received assistance with while attending the program and entered into a database.  Report cards will be collected on a quarterly basis and kept in the student’s file and recorded in the database. Students who receive below a C average in any of their core subjects will be given additional homework support and mentors will contact the child’s teacher to inquire about the student’s grade. In addition, daily activities will be kept and logged in a database during each time block to demonstrate what was covered on a daily basis.  There will also be pre and post surveys given to students after each book is completed and in each block of the program.  



C. Projected indicators of success will include each student developing a college/career portfolio with information such as essays, job surveys, and college applications.  Minimally, there will be senior enrollment in LCCC and FAFSA (student financial aid form) completed.  Junior and senior students who qualify will be assisted with filling out waiver forms to take the ACT for free.  Students will be able to maintain a minimum of a 2.0 GPA or above in the program with each student improving in two subjects by one letter grade.  



D. Anticipated barriers to success include human error from mentors and students collecting attendance, homework logs and section logs for each block in addition to human error when entering data in the database.  Additional barriers may also include mentors and program director having limited access and time to connect with mentee’s teachers should there be an issue with grades.  



14. Applicants are to complete the program model.  See Attachment


Application Section IV: Sustainability



15. Describe how you plan to maintain the program after the grant funding period.  Include a discussion about financial sustainability and sustainability of the partnership commitment. Applicants are not required to include cash as part of their local contributions; however, funding sustainability is critical to the Community Connectors program. Applicants that show the potential for funding sustainability will be given preference in application scoring. 












      


The collaboration of organizations working together stood the test of time in the Elyria community.  They are all associated with providing quality programs for children who have kids’ best interests at heart and are committed to serving Lorain County’s most vulnerable children.  Nordson Corporation Foundation has supported all of the partners and their programs in this collaborative for many years.  They are contributing by committing personnel time in order to have staff attend our program on a regular basis to participate with our students in Career Exploration and College preparation as well as our Junior Achievement blocks.  They will arrange special field trips to their various business sites in order to expose students to various career opportunities.  Nordson’s name is associated with valuable programs and services and would never consider standing behind agencies that can’t meet their high standards.  


Nordson Corporation Foundation serves a large role in helping us achieve sustainability through giving us their seal of approval and putting their name, volunteers and financial contributions behind this important program. They were in full support of our collaboration to the extent they joined it and are willing to pledge $40,000 in year 4 of our program, with Bramhall Engineering committing to an additional $5,000.  We are already able to build a strong case for sustainability by getting a financial commitment of almost 25% of our operating budget in year 4.  These associations will assist us in submitting funding requests to other private foundations and businesses in the area that also support programs for children who are at risk.  SOC has already been in contact with other foundations and several large local companies who are interested in supporting our program as well. We are confident with the positive outcomes to prove the value of our program and the positive relationships we form, we will continue to build financial support as we move forward to not only sustain our collaboration but we’ll make it thrive.  


Application Section V: Program Budget 


16. Complete the budget form attachment and justify each of the budget items by creating a budget justification. 


By clicking this box,x☐ I (Insert Name) ____Lisa Gonzalez Bramhall___  agree, on behalf of this applicant, and any or all identified partners, that this application and all supporting documents contain information approved by a relevant executive board or its equivalent.




 












Roles and Responsibilities Worksheet 








1. Faith-Based Organization:  Save Our Children





· Time contribution:  


SOC will contribute a total of 780 hours per year to the Elyria Teens Achieve Success Program.  This includes time spent developing quality curriculum and programs tailored to our teens and overseeing day to day operations, in addition to tracking and entering data for the program.





· Personnel contribution:  The Executive Director of Save Our Children, Lisa Bramhall, has been instrumental in bringing all the collaborative agencies together for Elyria Teens Achieve Success (ELTAS). She will donate a total of 30% of her overall time dedicated to overseeing operations, marketing and development.  The SOC administrative assistant will also contribute data entry and tracking statistics for the program. 





· Monetary Contribution: The personnel’s time contribution equates to SOC donating $16,160 of in-kind personnel time toward the project. 





· Shared Responsibilities:  The Executive Director will set up and participate in shared monthly meetings to evaluate and maintain the program.  She will also share in distributing information about the program to recruit students, hire staff and oversee the program with the Program Director.  








[bookmark: _GoBack]2.   School District partner:  Elyria High School





· Time Contribution:  EHS will donate a total of 192 hours toward Elyria Teens Achieve Success, which includes conducting student outreach activities and interfacing with teens to identify those who would benefit from the program.  This also includes attending monthly team meetings to oversee the program.  





· Personnel Contribution:  The Principal of EHS, Dr. Tom Jama will serve as the liaison from the school district and will work closely with Stacie Starr, the Intervention Specialist to assist students in making a connection with the program.  The principal will dedicate a minimum of 8 hours per month toward the program and the Intervention Specialist will spend 48 hours (12 hours per week).  





· Monetary Contribution: This equates to a total of $7,048 in collective personnel time from Elyria High School.  





· Shared Responsibilities: The Principal and Intervention Specialist will participate in promoting the program amongst the students and identifying candidates for the 2015-106 school year.  Both will participating in monthly team meetings.  The Intervention Specialist will also assist in overseeing the program and hiring staff.  








3.  Business Partner:  Nordson Corporation Foundation





· Time Contribution:  The Nordson Corporation Foundation is committing approximately 258 hours to the program each year.  


· Personnel Contribution:  This includes the Executive Director participating in team meetings, coordinating various business staff to serve as business mentors through the Career Exploration and College Development blocks in addition to some Junior Achievement Company Blocks. 


· Monetary Contribution:  This equates to a total of $12,900 in personnel hours that will be used for Elyria Teens Achieve Success.  In addition, Nordson Corporation Foundation has committed to $40,000 cash contribution in year 4 of our program operation.  


· Shared Responsibilities:  The Executive Director will participate in monthly team meetings and coordinate business staff tours and business mentors to participate in career blocks.  








4.  Community nonprofit: Boys & Girls Club of Lorain County





· Time Contribution:  The Boys Girls Club (BGC) of Lorain County will contribute approximately 528 hours toward Elyria Teens Achieve success each year.


· Personnel Contribution: The Executive Director will participate in monthly team meetings and coordinating meal service for all of the 96 teens every day during the week of the school year when the program is in session.  All teens will be offered a Club Membership and have the opportunity to attend the after school teen area at BGC should they choose before the program commences.  Staff will be on hand to assist teens during this component of their daily programming from 3-6 p.m. 


· Monetary Contribution:  These personnel hours translates to BGC contributing an in-kind donation of $10,200 worth of personnel hours toward Elyria Teens Achieve Success. 


· Shared Responsibilities:  The Executive Director will attend monthly team meetings to evaluate and maintain the program.





5.  Community nonprofit:  YWCA





· Time Contribution:  The YWCA will contribute approximately 276 hours toward the Elyria Teens Achieve Success program every year.


· Personnel Contribution:  The Executive Director will participate in monthly team meetings in addition to coordinating hours with staff to serve students during the in school program offered at Elyria High School.  She will also help coordinate with mentor to develop field trips and cultural activities.


· Monetary Contribution: The personnel hours translate to the YWCA contributing an in-kind donation of $8,400 worth of personnel hours toward Elyria Teens Achieve Success.


· Shared Responsibilities: The Executive Director will attend monthly team meetings to evaluate and maintain the program.  She will also coordinate with the Executive Director of SOC to oversee in school mentor staff.





6.  Community nonprofit:  Evolve, Lead, Achieve 





· Time Contribution


We will contribute approximately 550 hours to the program each year. This includes time spent developing a tailored program from our standard curriculum, working alongside the other team members to ensure a seamless program, preparing program materials, delivering our program to students. Being available to talk with parents and attend parent meeting. Attending any team meetings.





· Personnel contribution


ELA will provide the program development, marketing, evaluation and delivery staffing for the leadership development portion of the Community Connectors grant program. ELA senior staff will provide support in-kind to lead to a successful program.


· Monetary contribution 


ELA will collaborate with philanthropic partners to find their cost share of the project – namely $7,200 year 1, $9,600 year 2, $14,400 year 3. ELA will also work closely with the team to establish program sustainability options.


· Shared responsibilities


We will join the leadership team for regular meetings to ensure a smooth and successful program.
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1. .Facility


2.  Match Funds


3. Qualified Staff


4. Van


5. Funding


6. Collaborative Partners


7 Food for Children


8. Curriculum


9. Supplies


10. Security





We will run a structured after-school mentoring program for teens from 6-9 pm at the Boys & Girls Club M-F according to the Elyria School Calendar.  The program will offer multiple mentoring opportunities through tutoring, literature groups, leadership and vision classes, career exploration and college preparation, financial literacy ,  community service and other structured activities.  In addition , students will interface with multiple businesses and agencies.  


The will serve 96 children in grades 9-12 , with 288 children being served over 3 years. There will be 24 children chosen in each grade with an equal number of girls and boys included.  There will be 9 staff to oversee the progam every day; a program director and 8 paid mentors (2 per grade) to conduct daily tutoring and sessions covering mentoring through literacy, career exploration, college prep, community service  and  an average of 10 local volunteer business mentors per month.


What are the short or intermediate term results that will be achieved?





1. Setting goals to be        prepared for 21st century careers


2. Building character


3. Developing pathways to achievement


4. Building resiliency


5. Believing in a positive future








Goal


Program Activities 


Program Name: _____________________________________


Outcomes


Outputs 


Resources


What are the long term results that will be achieved?


 


Strengthen communities, encourage mentoring opportunities, and create new pathways for civic engagement that will result in higher educational achievement, higher levels of well-being, and health and workforce readiness for our state.


Briefly describe the number of students engaged and the number of adults involved. 


What will we do with the resources?


What resources will be needed to conduct this program?
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BUDGET NARRATIVE


						Budget Narrative





						Grant Applicant:   


									Save Our Children - Elyria Teens Achieve Success





						Summary


									The purpose of the Budget Narrative is to provide a detailed explanation of how planned expenditures were calculated for each budget category as well as the justification of those expenditures for the devoted program.


						Direct Costs


									A.  Payroll Expenses


									This includes  1 Program Director at $25,000, 1 In School/After Schoolfor $14,400, 7staff mentors at $12,000 per yr., and 1 Security Guard at $10,000.  


									B.  Payroll Fringe Benefits


									Social Security, Medicare & Unemployment combined is 8% of 133,400 = $10,205.10


									C.  Travel


									Program Director $500/yr ($55/month) on travel expenses to various local agencies and businesses throughout the month.


									D.  Supplies


									Books & Journals ($11.99 and $10.99) x 96 children, Mentoring Books $41.66 x 96 children, Supplies $100 x 96 children


									E.  Equipment


									Facility Rent Fee$1,000 per month x 9 months


									F.  Contracted Services


									Junor Achievement 3 Curriculum Platforms $500 x 3 = $1,500, ELA $300 Curriculum Program Fee x 96=$28,800


									G.  Training


									Fran Frazieer Cultural Training is $55/hr 32hr. =$1,760, Mentor training $250 x9 =$2,250, Big Brothers/Sisters Bus Mentor $1,430


									H.  Evaluation


									There will be no cost associated with evaluation of program as team partners are experienced and equipped to manage evaluation and donate personnel hours to oversee the progam


									I.  Other Program Cost


									Liability Insurance $1000, Cultural Enrichment and Field Trips arranged by in schol mentor and liaison for 120 Children (in school & after school programs) x $96/child = $12,000


									J.  Additional Mentor Support Cost











BUDGET SUMMARY


						Budget Summary


						Budget summary automatically fills after completing individual annual budgets (Year 1, Year 2, and Year 3)





						Save Our Children - Elyria Teens Achieve Success


						Categories			Year 1                Budget			Year 2                 Budget			Year 3                          Budget			Total                         Budget


						  A.  Payroll Expenses			133,400.00			133,400.00			133,400.00			400,200.00


						  B.  Payroll Fringe Benefits			10,205.10			10,205.10			10,205.10			30,615.30


						  C.  Travel			500.00			500.00			500.00			1,500.00


						  D.  Supplies			15,800.00			15,800.00			15,800.00			47,400.00


						  E.  Equipment			9,900.00			9,000.00			9,000.00			27,900.00


						  F.  Contracted Services			30,300.00			30,300.00			30,300.00			90,900.00


						  G. Training			5,440.00			5,440.00			5,440.00			16,320.00


						  H.  Evaluation			- 0			- 0			- 0			- 0


						  I.  Other Program Cost			13,000.00			13,000.00			13,000.00			39,000.00


						  J.  Additional Mentor Support Cost			- 0			- 0			- 0			- 0


						TOTAL PROJECT COST			218,545.10			217,645.10			217,645.10			653,835.30


						LOCAL CONTRIBUTION			61,908.00			71,908.00			108,500.00			242,316.00


						STATE MATCH			156,637.10			145,737.10			109,145.10			411,519.30


						LOCAL %			28%			33%			50%			37%








YEAR 1





						YEAR 1 - PROJECT BUDGET





						Save Our Children - Elyria Teens Achieve Success





						Summary


						Elyria Teens Achieve Success





						A.  Payroll Expenses


						Position/Title/Description			Qty			Annual Salary			% Time			Total Amount


						Program Director			1			$25,000			100%			25,000.00


						After School Staff Mentors			7			$12,000			100%			84,000.00


						In-School/After Mentor			1			$14,400			100%			14,400.00


						Security Guard			1			$10,000			100%			10,000.00


																		- 0


																		- 0


						Total    												133,400.00





						B.  Payroll Fringe Benefits


						Description						Total Salary			Rate %			Total Amount


						Social Security, Medicare & Ohio Unemployment Tax						133,400.00			8%			10,205.10


						Total    												10,205.10





						C.1. Staff Travel


						Description						Total Amount


						Program Director Travel						$500


												- 0


												- 0


						Total    						500.00





						C.2.  Mentor Travel


						Description						Total Amount


												- 0


												- 0


												- 0


						Total    						- 0





						D.  Supplies


						Description						Total Amount


						7 Habits Books & Journals						$2,200


						Mentoring Books						$4,000


						Curriculum and Activities Supplies						$9,600


						Total    						15,800.00





						E.  Equipment


						Description			Unit Cost						Units			Total Amount


						Facilities Rent			$1,000.00						9			9,000.00


						Walkie Talkies For Mentors to communicate throughout building			$100.00						9			900.00


																		- 0


						Total    												9,900.00





						F.  Contracted Services


						Description			Cost/Hr Rate						Qty/Hrs			Total Amount


						Junior Achievement Curriculum- 3 curriculum			$500.00						3			1,500.00


						Evolve, Lead Achieve			$300.00						96			28,800.00


																		- 0


						Total    												30,300.00





						G.1. Staff Training


						Description			Cost/Hr Rate						Qty/Hrs			Total Amount


						Fran Frazier Cultural Training			$55.00						32			1,760.00


																		- 0


																		- 0


						Total    												1,760.00





						G.2.  Mentor Training


						Description			Cost/Hr Rate						Qty/Hrs			Total Amount


						Mentor Training			$250.00						9			2,250.00


						Big Brothers/Big Sisters Mentor Training			$1,430.00						1			1,430.00


																		- 0


						Total    												3,680.00





						H.  Evaluation


						Description			Cost/Hr Rate						Qty/Hrs			Total Amount


																		- 0


																		- 0


																		- 0


						Total    												- 0





						I.  Other Program Cost


						Description						Total Amount


						Insurance						$1,000


						Cultural Enrichment & Field Trips						$12,000


												- 0


						Total    						13,000.00





						J.  Additional Mentor Support Cost


						Description						Total Amount





												- 0


												- 0


						Total    						- 0








									PROJECT YEAR 1									BUDGET


						The Local Contribution consists of identified 
in-kind contributions and available funding designated for this program. 
The Local Contribution  may not be less than 
25%  of the total project budget in any year. 			Total Budget									218,545.10


									Local Contribution									$61,908


									State Match									156,637.10


									Local %									28%








YEAR 2





						YEAR 2 - PROJECT BUDGET





						Save Our Children - Elyria Teens Achieve Success





						Summary








						A.  Payroll Expenses


						Position/Title/Description			Qty			Annual Salary			% Time			Total Amount


						Program Director			1			$25,000			100%			25,000.00


						After School Staff Mentors			7			$12,000			100%			84,000.00


						In-School/After-School Mentor			1			$14,400			100%			14,400.00


						Security Guard			1			$10,000			100%			10,000.00


																		- 0


																		- 0


						Total    												133,400.00





						B.  Payroll Fringe Benefits


						Description						Total Salary			Rate %			Total Amount


						Social Security, Medicare & Ohio Unemployment						133,400.00			8%			10,205.10


						Total    												10,205.10





						C.1. Staff Travel


						Description						Total Amount


						Program Director Travel						$500


												- 0


												- 0


						Total    						500.00





						C.2.  Mentor Travel


						Description						Total Amount


												- 0


												- 0


												- 0


						Total    						- 0





						D.  Supplies


						Description						Total Amount


						7 Habits Books & Journals						$2,200


						Mentoring Books						$4,000


						Curriculum & Activities Supplies 						$9,600


						Total    						15,800.00





						E.  Equipment


						Description			Unit Cost						Units			Total Amount


						Facilities Rent			$1,000.00						9			9,000.00


																		- 0


																		- 0


						Total    												9,000.00





						F.  Contracted Services


						Description			Cost/Hr Rate						Qty/Hrs			Total Amount


						Junior Achievement - 3 Curriculum Platforms			$500.00						3			1,500.00


						Evolve Lead Achieve			$300.00						96			28,800.00


																		- 0


						Total    												30,300.00





						G.1. Staff Training


						Description			Cost/Hr Rate						Qty/Hrs			Total Amount


						Fran Frazier Cultural Training			$55.00						32			1,760.00


																		- 0


																		- 0


						Total    												1,760.00





						G.2.  Mentor Training


						Description			Cost/Hr Rate						Qty/Hrs			Total Amount


						Mentor Trainingq			$250.00						9			2,250.00


						Big Brothers/Big Sisters Business & Staff Mentors			$1,430.00						1			1,430.00


																		- 0


						Total    												3,680.00





						H.  Evaluation


						Description			Cost/Hr Rate						Qty/Hrs			Total Amount


																		- 0


																		- 0


																		- 0


						Total    												- 0





						I.  Other Program Cost


						Description						Total Amount


						Insurance						$1,000


						Cultural Enrichment Events & Field Trips						$12,000


												- 0


						Total    						13,000.00





						J.  Additional Mentor Support Cost


						Description						Total Amount


												- 0


												- 0


												- 0


						Total    						- 0








									PROJECT YEAR 1									BUDGET


						The Local Contribution consists of identified 
in-kind contributions and available funding designated for this program. 
The Local Contribution  may not be less than 
25%  of the total project budget in any year. 			Total Budget									217,645.10


									Local Contribution									$71,908


									State Match									145,737.10


									Local %									33%








YEAR 3





						YEAR 3 - PROJECT BUDGET





						Save Our Children - Elyria Teens Achieve Success





						Summary








						A.  Payroll Expenses


						Position/Title/Description			Qty			Annual Salary			% Time			Total Amount


						Program Director			1			$25,000			100%			25,000.00


						After School Staff Mentors			7			$12,000			100%			84,000.00


						In-School/After-School Mentor			1			$14,400			100%			14,400.00


						Security Guard			1			$10,000			100%			10,000.00


																		- 0


																		- 0


						Total    												133,400.00





						B.  Payroll Fringe Benefits


						Description						Total Salary			Rate %			Total Amount


						Social Security, Medicare & Ohio Unemployment						133,400.00			8%			10,205.10


						Total    												10,205.10





						C.1. Staff Travel


						Description						Total Amount


						Program Director						$500.00


												- 0


												- 0


						Total    						500.00





						C.2.  Mentor Travel


						Description						Total Amount


												- 0


												- 0


												- 0


						Total    						- 0





						D.  Supplies


						Description						Total Amount


						7 Habits Journals & Bookds						$2,200


						Mentoring Books						$4,000


						Curriculum & Activities Supplies (96 x $100)						$9,600


						Total    						15,800.00





						E.  Equipment


						Description			Unit Cost						Units			Total Amount


						Facilities 			$1,000.00						9			9,000.00


																		- 0


																		- 0


						Total    												9,000.00





						F.  Contracted Services


						Description			Cost/Hr Rate						Qty/Hrs			Total Amount


						Junior Achievement			$500.00						3			1,500.00


						Evolve, Lead, Achieve (ELA)			$28,800.00						1			28,800.00


																		- 0


						Total    												30,300.00





						G.1. Staff Training


						Description			Cost/Hr Rate						Qty/Hrs			Total Amount


						Fran Frazier Cultural Training			$55.00						32			1,760.00


																		- 0


																		- 0


						Total    												1,760.00





						G.2.  Mentor Training


						Description			Cost/Hr Rate						Qty/Hrs			Total Amount


						Mentor Training			$250.00						9			2,250.00


						Big Brothers/Big Sisters Business & Staff Mentor Training			$1,430.00						1			1,430.00


																		- 0


						Total    												3,680.00





						H.  Evaluation


						Description			Cost/Hr Rate						Qty/Hrs			Total Amount


																		- 0


																		- 0


																		- 0


						Total    												- 0





						I.  Other Program Cost


						Description						Total Amount


						Insurance						$1,000


						Cultural Enrichment Events & Field Trips						$12,000


												- 0


						Total    						13,000.00





						J.  Additional Mentor Support Cost


						Description						Total Amount





												- 0


												- 0


						Total    						- 0








									PROJECT YEAR 1									BUDGET


						The Local Contribution consists of identified 
in-kind contributions and available funding designated for this program. 
The Local Contribution  may not be less than 
25%  of the total project budget in any year. 			Total Budget									217,645.10


									Local Contribution									$108,500


									State Match									109,145.10


									Local %									50%








Inserting Rows


			To insert additional row on tabs - YEAR 1, YEAR 2, YEAR 3


			1			 Turn-off sheet protection


						 - place the mouse pointer on the tab where you want to insert the row.


						 -  Right click the mouse and select "unprotect worksheet"


						 -  Enter the password "connect'


			2			  Insert rows


						 - Select the middle row in the category you wish to insert rows


						 -  Right click the mouse and select "insert row"


						 -  If the cell is light grey copy the formula from the cell below


			3			Turn-on sheet protection


						 - place the mouse pointer on the tab where you want to insert the row.


						 -  Right click the mouse and select "protect worksheet"


						 -  Enter the password "connect'


						 -  Enter the  confirmation password "connect'
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Stacie Starr Newspaper Links





http://chronicle.northcoastnow.com/2007/10/28/teacher-presents-a-story-better-than-fiction/



http://chronicle.northcoastnow.com/2008/10/12/elyria-students-schooled-in-fine-art-of-tying-a-tie/



http://chronicle.northcoastnow.com/2008/01/04/reading-group-goes-beyond-the-page-to-talk-with-authors/



http://chronicle.northcoastnow.com/2013/06/01/one-teachers-dedication-means-success-for-10-boys/



http://www.morningjournal.com/general-news/20140521/elyria-teacher-stacie-starr-wins-the-live-2014-top-teacher-search

http://www.morningjournal.com/general-news/20140515/elyria-teacher-appears-on-live-with-kelly-and-michael-gets-scoreboard


http://chronicle.northcoastnow.com/2014/05/15/elyria-schools-receives-new-stadium-scoreboard-live-kelly-michael/

http://chronicle.northcoastnow.com/2014/05/20/elyria-highs-stacie-starr-named-top-teacher/

http://www.morningjournal.com/general-news/20140529/elyria-top-teacher-stacie-starr-chooses-red-escape-from-nick-abraham-ford


http://chronicle.northcoastnow.com/2014/11/20/elyria-highs-stacie-starr-get-vip-treatment-cavs/


















[bookmark: _GoBack]The discipline data for Elyria High shows that during the 2010/11 school year, there were 86 fights and assaults in the building. Of those, 35 — or 41% — were committed by black female students.  At that time black females made up just 15% of the total enrollment of 2,058 students.  A similar trend continued through the 2011/12 school year.’’


2012-2013 African American girls were 10% of the population and 23% of the fights


2013-2014  African American girls were 11% of the population and 33% of the fights


And through December of this school year 2014-2015 African American Girls are 11% of the population of the students enrolled and 28% of the fights.


A decrease does exist in the number of fights amongst African American girls





Relevant news articles for  African American Girls  Program:





http://www.morningjournal.com/general-news/20141116/schools-stir-up-rivalry-for-a-noble-cause


http://chronicle.northcoastnow.com/2014/03/01/nord-center-help-ehs-girls-overcome-violence/


http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/24/nwlc-black-girls-report_n_5869644.html


http://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/yrbs/index.htm


http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/ss/ss6304.pdf


http://www.sanduskyregister.com/article/sandusky-police/5455636


http://www.morningjournal.com/general-news/20140926/6-lorain-students-charged-after-bonfire-brawl


http://chronicle.northcoastnow.com/2014/09/25/six-arrested-lorain-homecoming-bonfire/


http://maccinc.org/documents/ThursdayAfternoonB.pdf


https://www.thunderclap.it/projects/15952-life-you-want-weekend-nwk-nj?locale=en


http://fox8.com/2015/03/01/14-year-old-girl-killed-after-facebook-spat-planned-videotaped-fight/


http://www.11alive.com/story/news/crime/2015/02/26/atlanta-beating-video/24085727/
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Community Connectors GRANT ASSURANCES

The parties referred to in this document are the Ohio Department of Education, herein referred
to as “THE DEPARTMENT,” and the applicant, herein referred to as the “GRANTEE,” and any
partnering entity who is not the lead applicant, herein referred to as the “CO-APPLICANT.” THE
DEPARTMENT may make funds available to the GRANTEE for programs operated by the
GRANTEE in accordance with requirements and regulations applicable to such programs.
Consistent with state laws and regulations, the GRANTEE assures, if awarded a grant:

1.

That the GRANTEE will accept funds in accordance with applicable state and federal
statutes, regulations, program plans, and applications, and administer the programs in
compliance with the United States and Ohio Constitutions, all provisions of such
statutes, regulations, applications, policies and amendments thereto.

That the control of funds provided to the GRANTEE under the Community Connectors
and title to property acquired with those funds will be in a designated eligible recipient
and that a designated eligible recipient will administer those funds and property.

That the GRANTEE has the necessary legal authority to apply for and receive the
proposed grant and enter into the contract.

That the GRANTEE will keep and maintain the required financial and compliance records
in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code Section 117.11, utilizing generally accepted
accounting principles (GAAP) unless the GRANTEE has requested and received a waiver
from the DEPARTMENT as to the method of accounting practices.

That the GRANTEE will make reports to THE DEPARTMENT as required or requested, and
that may reasonably be necessary to enable THE DEPARTMENT to perform its duties.
The reports shall be completed and submitted in accordance with the standards and
procedures designated by THE DEPARTMENT and shall be supported by appropriate
documentation.

That the GRANTEE will maintain records, and provide access to those records as THE
DEPARTMENT and authorized representatives in the conduct of audits authorized by
state statute. This cooperation includes access without unreasonable restrictions to its
records and personnel for the purpose of obtaining relevant information.

That the GRANTEE will provide reasonable opportunities for participation by teachers,
parents, and other interested agencies, organizations and individuals in the planning for
and operation of the program, as may be necessary according to state law.

That any application, evaluation, periodic program plan or report relating to the
Community Connectors will be made readily available to parents and to other members
of the general public. '








10.

11.

i2.
i3.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

That no person shall, on the ground of race, color, religious affiliation, national origin,
handicap or sex be excluded from participation, be denied the benefits or be otherwise
subjected to discrimination under any program or activity for which the GRANTEE
receives state financial assistance.

That the GRANTEE may not use its state funding to pay for any of the following:

A. Religious worship, instruction or proselytization.

B. The salary or compensation of any employee of the GRANTEE or any CO-APPLICANT,
whose duties or responsibilities include the activities specified in paragraph 104,
herein. Salary or compensation of an employee paid directly by a faith-based entity
or house of worship is permitted to be utilized as an applicant’s in-kind contribution
to draw down state matching funds, and is not otherwise prohibited by this section.

B. Equipment or supplies to be used for any of the activities specified in paragraph 104,

herein.

C. Construction, remodeling, repair, operation or maintenance of any facility or part of a

facility to be used for any of the activities specified in paragraph 10A, herein.

That the GRANTEE shall continue its coordination with THE DEPARTMENT during the

length of the grant period.

The GRANTEE shall cooperate in any evaluation by THE DEPARTMENT.

That the GRANTEE will comply with all relevant laws relating to privacy and protection

of individual rights including 34 C.F.R. Part 99 (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

of 1974).

That the GRANTEE will comply with any applicable federal, state and local health or

safety requirements that apply to the facilities used for a project.

That it shall maintain records for five years following completion of the activities for

which the GRANTEE uses the state funding and Whach show:

A. The amount of funds under the grant.

B. How the GRANTEE uses the funds,

C. The total cost of the project.

D. The share of that total cost provided from other sources.

That in the event of a sustained audit exception, and upon demand of THE

DEPARTMENT, the GRANTEE shall immediately reimburse THE DEPARTMENT for that

portion of the audit exception attributable under the audit to the GRANTEE. The

GRANTEE agrees to hold THE DEPARTMENT harmless for any audit exception arising

from the GRANTEE’s failure to comply with applicable regulations.

That the GRANTEE is aware all state funds granted 1o it are conditioned upon the

availability and appropriation of such funds by the Ohio General Assembly. These funds

are subject to reduction or elimination by the Ohio General Assembly at any time, even
following award and disbursement of funds. Except as otherwise provided by law, the

GRANTEE shall hold THE DEPARTMENT harmless for any reduction or elimination of

state funds granted to it. In the event of non-appropriation or reduction of

appropriation and notice, the GRANTEE shall immediately cease further expenditures
under the Community Connectors.

The GRANTEE will adopt and use the proper methods of administering the grant and any

sub grants, including, but not limited to:








A. The enforcement of any obligations imposed by law.

B. The correction of deficiencies in program operations that are identified through
program audits, monitoring or evaluation,

C. The adoption of written procedures for the receipt and resolution of complaints
alleging violations of law in the administration of such programs.

19. The GRANTEE, by submission of a grant proposal, agrees that THE DEPARTMENT has the
authority to take administrative sanctions, including, but not limited to, suspension of
cash payments for the project, suspension of program operations and/or, termination of
project operations, as necessary to ensure compliance with applicable faws, regulations
and assurances for any project. The GRANTEE acknowledges this authority under Ohio
Revised Code Section 3301.07 (C), as applicable.

20. . In the purchase of equipment and supplies, the GRANTEE will comply with state ethics
laws and Ohio Revised Code Section 2921.42.

21. That the GRANTEE will have effective financial management systems, which inciudes,
but is not limited to, the ability to report financial data verifying compliance with
program regulations and maintaining effective internal control over the operations of
the approved grant.

22. That the GRANTEE will obligate funds within the approved project period as set forth in
the approved application and will liquidate said obligations not later than 90 days after
the end of the project period for the grant.

This assurance is given in consideration of and for the purpose of obtaining any and all grants,
loans, contracts, property, discounts or other financial assistance extended after the date
hereof to the GRANTEE by THE DEPARTMENT, including installment payments, after such date
on account of applications for financial assistance which were approved before such date. The
GRANTEE recognizes and agrees that such financial assistance will be extended in reliance on
the representations and agreements made in this assurance, and that the State of Chio shall
have the right to seek judicial enforcement of this assurance. This assurance is binding on the
GRANTEE, its successors, transferees and assigns. The person or persons whose signatures
appear below are authorized to sign this assurance on behalf of the GRANTEE.

GRANTEE
K %m@%@m@3 o5 Save. Ty Chilgian 3-0-5
Authorized (Representative  Date Fiscal Representative Date
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Description of Nature of Partnership

in order to ensure the effective implementation of the Community Connectors program throughout the
state, applicants are required to partner with education stakeholders from the faith, business, and nonprofit
communities. Each applicant must identify its partners and include description of each respective partner’s
roles and responsibiiities in guestion 12 of the grant application.

A partner agrees to provide human and material assets or access to academic and administrative resources to
the grant applicant {o develop or execute a Community Connectors grant application. However, in
partnership, only the grant applicant is responsible for ensuring the grant is developed and executed
according to the terms of the grant agreement.

£ach member of the partnership is responsible for the following assurances:

1) Be knowledgeable about the applicant’s Community Connectors grant proposal and application,
including advocacy of the Community Connectors program.

2} Maintain a familiarity with the partner’s services to enhance the proposal, including specific goals
and practices.

3) Demanstrate a commitment to clear roles and responsibilities of each partner as it relates to the
grant proposal and application.

4) Sustain consistent communication among partners and stakeholders with a shared vision of the goals
of the grant proposal. This includes participating in regularly scheduled meetings for project
management and identifying areas for improvement.

5) Ensure partners have appropriate access to data for purposas of grant program improvement and
evaluation in accordance with state and federal law,

tead Applicant § . .. TS . . 1. . Partner Fa T
Name: J ol pﬁifiﬂfd’lﬁ_ﬂ Name: P Die E:g

5 . f ca N S S
Title: <C )(”5”'/{355 e L WECTTH Title: (XEe i JI e zf/fz‘“(, iz

Organization: g(*‘ Ve ,LLE ( iUf “"fg” 1 Organization: 5 ,/;*f { #f ¥ K,L il ‘FJ}”“’} /PW
Sign: 6 ¥ %Wﬂ,&/ \é”WLL §<\ Sigri: &j}zﬁv? J

Nome: _Paul Rigda feme. M Conilaear
Tile: Superintendent Title:

Organization:_, E!yria City Schools Organization: ‘

Sign: ad éi{’ A .. Sign:

f
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Additional Partner (Optional)
Name: Cecilia H Render.

Title: Executive Director

Organization:

Sign:

Additional Partner {Qptional

Name: caJire DMA/‘:/SG;-J
Title: Ex. I Amrsctore

Organization: jgé#(/ 4 /
Sigm: ’ ( ({ M
A
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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATTON
OF
SAVE OUR CHILDREN OF ELYRTA, INC.

These Articles of Incorporation are signed by thé incorporator(s)
for the purpose of forming a non-profit corpeoration pursuant to the

provision of Chapter 1702 0.R.C., as follows:

ARTICLE T.
The name of the corporation is: SAVE OUR  CHILDREN  OF
ELYRIA, INC.
The location of the corporation is: City of Elyria, County of

Lorain, State of Ohio
ARTICLE IT.

The purpose or purposes for which the corporation is organized are
as follows: i

To facilitate and operate programs which meet the needs
. of at-risk children and youthh in the urban area of

Elyria's South Side. Programs will advance children and

youth in the areas of academic and social enrichment.

ARTICTLE ITT.
Said corporation is organized upon a non-stock directorship basis.

Said corporation is to be financed under the following general
plan:
Grants, endowments and contributions from tax exempt

organizations; solicitation of gifts and beguests from
dndividuals, corporations, trusts, estates and the like.
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ARTICLE IV.
The names =and addresses ofl £he incerporators are as
follows:
Nane Residence of Business address
Warren Freed, Jr- 1611 Middie Avenue
Elyria, Ohio 44035
Roéhelle Harris 131 ILexington Avenue
#lyria, Ohic 44035
John Howard 259 Washington Avenue
mlyria, Ohlo 44035
Ruth Primus 1777 West Avenue
Flyria, Ohio 44035
Melva Tolbert 1904 E. 34th Street
" Lorain, Ohio 44052
ARTICLE V.
1. The corporation shall distripute its income for each taxable

vear at such time and in snuch manner as not to become subject to
*he tax on undistributed income imposed by Section 4943 of the
Tnternal Revenue Code of 1854, or corresponding provisions of any
subsequent Federal tax laws.

2. The corporation shall not engage in any act of self dealing as
defined in Section 4941. (&) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954,
or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal tax laws.

3. The co_rporation shall not retain any excess business holdings
as defined in .Section 4943 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954,
or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal tax laws.

4. The c_:orpo.ration shall not make any investments in such manner
asm to subject it to tax under section 4944 of the Internal Revenue

godelof 1954, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal
ax laws. :

5. The corpo:r_ation shall not make any tawable expenditures as
defined 1n Sect_lon 4945_((&) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, or
any.correspondlng provisions of any subsequent Federal taw laws.

6. The cqrporation shall neither have nor exercise any power, nor
shall it dJ.rec_tly or indirectly engage in any activity that would
(1) prevent it from obtaining exception from Federal income

+taxation as a corporation described in Section 501{c) (3) of the

2
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Internal Revenue Code of 1954 or (2) cause it to lose such exempt
status. No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure
to the benefit of or be distributable to its members, directors,
officers, or other private persons except that +the corporation
shall be'authorlzed and empowered to pay reasonable conmpensation
for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in
furtherance of the purposes set forth in Article IT hereof.

7. The corporation shall not be operated for the primary purpose
of carrying on a trade or business for profit.

8.  No substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall
consist of carrying on propoganda, or otherwise attempting to
:Lnfll_lex_me legislation; nor shall it in’any manner or to any extent
p@.rtz_c.:lpai_:e in, or intervenpe in (including the publishing or
distributing of statements), any political campaign on behalf of
any ¢:andici_at.e for public office; nor shall the corporation engage
in any activities that are unlayful under applicable Federal, state
or local laws. '

o. The corporation shall(l) not engage in any prohibited
transactions as described in Section 503 of the Tnternal Revenue
Code of 1954, (2) not accumulate income, invest income, or divert
income, in a manner endangering its exempt status described in
Section 504 of the Internal Revenue Code r and (3) not engage in any
other activity which will result in the denial or loss of exempt
status as herein described.

10. TUpon +the dissolution of the corporation, the Board of
Directors shall, after paving, or making provisions for the payment
of all the liabilities of the corporatlion, distribute all assets of
the corporation exclusively to such organization or organizaticns
organized and operated exclusively for charitable, scientific,
literary and educatiocnal purposes as shall at the time gualify as
an exempt organization or crganizations under Section 501(c) (3) of
the Internal Rewvenue Code of 1954. .

11l. For purposes of the above, references to pr-ovisions cf the
Internal Revenue Code of 1954 shall be deemed to include statutes

which succeed such provisions.

12. The territory in which the corporation’s operations are to be
principally conducted is the United States of America.

13. The number of directors of the corporation shall be no less
than three or more than thirty. The Board of Directors shall

constitute the directors of the corporation.

i i lected by. the
14. The DPirectors of the corporation are to be e .
members as provided in the Bylaws. Such directors shall hold their
offices Ffor one year, or such other periocd as the Bylarqs _shall
determine, oxr until their successors are elected and gualified.

3
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15. The mnembers of the corporation shall consist of persons
signing the certificate of Tncorporation; otherwise, the conditions
of membership shall be Ffimed in the corporate Bylaws. :

The membership in said corporation shall exist until a written
resignation is delivered to the president or the secretary of the

corporation.

- - » '/_
We, e incorporators, Sidhl ocur names this 2 day of

o , 1896,
4

qu P =real), &\E

W N P. FREED, JR. ’

HLLL ' ﬂ/fJ\)x\J

ROCHELLE HARRIS

MELVA TOLBERT

~








UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
STATE OF OHIO
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

I, Jon Husted, do hereby certify that I am the duly elected, qualified and present
acting Secretary of State for the State of Ohio, and as such have custody of the
records of Ohio and Foreign business entities; that said records show SAVE
QUR CHILDREN OF ELYRIA, INC., an Ohio not for profit corporation, Charter
No. 947749, having its principal location in Elyria, County of Lorain, was
incorporated on July 12, 1996 and is currently in GOOD STANDING upon the
records of this office.

Witness my hand and the seal of the
Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio
this 6th day of November, A.D. 2014.

G fotes

Ohio Secretary of State

Validation Number: 201431001631
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I strongly encourage the Governors Office to consider the grant application for Save Our Children and community partners. 


Save Our Children provides intellectual, social and spiritual enrichment opportunities to “at-risk” children and youth who reside in South Elyria regardless of their gender, racial or religious background. This program and the work proposed in the following application are critical to providing additional opportunities for kids and building the self-esteem of inner-city youth. 


As 5th Ward Councilmember, I see first hand the progress Save Our children and community organizations are making in our community and the city of Elyria. 


I support the following application and would urge the Governors office to support this great initiative as well.


If I can answer any questions or provide additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.


Sincerely,


Marcus Madison 
Elyria City Councilman 
440-731-137
marcus@marcusmadison.com





[image: ]


image1.png


* MARCUS *

ELYRIA CITY COUNCIL

Ison @








image2.jpg


marcusmadison.com

Paid for by Friends to Elect Marcus Madison, Marcus Madison Treasurer, 347 S Maple Street, Elyria, Ohio 44035
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To Whom it may concern:

I'm writing to ask consideration for Elyria Teens Achieve Success. As a mother of a teen child,
this program would be so beneficial to the community. I'm not sure if you're aware of my story, |
am the mother of Dominic Zullo, | wrote the letter to Live with Kelly and Michael that prompted
attention for Stacie Starr to be considered for top teacher in the nation, which she ultimately
won.

Since the show, | have taken custody of 2 more teen boys that were removed from a home
filled with physical and drug abuse. While | feel | can offer these boys a better life than they had,
there are hundreds more in our community that aren't going to get that chance. This program
would be a beacon of light in the lives of these kids.

There are currently no places to go after school to better themselves. Most of these kids have
zero parental involvement in important things like preparing for a vocation, writing essays for
colleges, help with their current studies so they don't get so far behind they give up. It happens.
A lot of these kids lack self confidence, have very poor self esteem, and they turn to other
things that are "easy money". They get hooked up with the wrong crowd, because that's all
they know. They're in survival mode, because no one has proven to them they are worthy.

This program would help so many "at risk" teens realize their potential. If I've learned one thing
during my time with my "new boys", it's that they DO need rules, they DO need consistency,
they DO need someone to just believe in them, they DO need a place to go where they feel
safe. Away from peer pressure.

Elyria Teens Achieve Success will be able to provide all these things, so these "forgotten " kids
will be productive members of this community. Please consider this program, as | feel it is
detrimental to "our" children.

Thank you for your consideration,

Maryann Verlotti
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Dr. Thomas G. Jama

Principal
s - Shane Newark
Elyrla ngh S ChOOl Associate Principal
601 Middle Avenue « Elyria, Ohio 44035-5792 Brett Heighberger
Julie Owca

Main Office (440) 284-8300 « Fax (440) 323-2543 Elsa Paesani

Miranda Roscoe
Assistant Principals

James Burke

John Cake

Michelle Kirsch

Tristine Roberts
Guidance Counselors

March 6, 2015

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter in strong support for the Elyria Teens Achieve Success Program grant
being sought through the Ohio Department of Education Community Connectors program. The
grant opportunity being explored will unite established service organizations in the City of Elyria
and Lorain County for the purpose of mentoring students from Elyria High School. The teen
mentoring initiative will take place with proven and established methods in an effort to ensure
success.

As the principal of Elyria High School, | have the privilege of working closely with each of the
stakeholders’ partaking in this endeavor. Each organization’s willingness to work hand-in-hand
for the main purpose of assisting our local youth attains an increased level of success is truly
exciting. Most importantly, as the high school principal, resident of Elyria and the father of an
Elyria Police Officer, | can personally attest to the needs outlined in the proposal. This proposal
puts proven methods in place to address critical needs of Elyria teens in the areas of:
education, leadership, career readiness, emotional/social well-being and personal character. |
also know that this proposal will put into place the most crucial piece of the puzzle for success;
a caring adult in the life of a child.

If you have any questions in reference to this letter or would like to discuss the proposal in
greater detail, please give me a call at 440-233-5200.

Sincerelyﬁ

'Dy. Thomas G. J
Principal
























Blessing House Children’s Crisis Care Center

God’s Project of Hope 5440 Grove Avenue
Lorain, Ohio 44055
440-240-1851

www.blessinghouse.org

info@blessinghouse.org

March 4, 2015

To the Community Connectors Grant Committee:

We would like to encourage your support for the program that is being proposed by Lisa Bramhall as a
representative for the organization, Save Our Children in collaboration with Elyria High School, Effective
Leadership Academy and Nordson Corporation. Lisa was a member of our founding board of directors
and was active for 10 years as a board member and chairperson of our major fundraiser, the Rock-a-Bye
Ball.

Lisa has always had a passion for working with children who are at a disadvantage because of family and
environmental circumstances. She is empathetic to their concerns and has devoted countless hours to
supporting organizations that help them and their families. She recently took on the responsibilities of
Executive Director of Save Our Children to help support the children in Elyria who are seeking academic
assistance and guidance. Lisa is a person of action who thinks creatively and collaboratively and enjoys
the challenge of new projects. She is a leader and a motivator and knows how to make things happen.

The partners in this project are all invested in the Elyria community. They have experienced success in
the past and are looking to build on this success by using the knowledge gained from their experiences to
meet a gap in the services offered to teens in our community. We believe their passion for their mission
will help them succeed in the pursuit of their goals.

Our community has not recovered from its economic struggles. Families are dealing with housing issues,
mental and physical health issues, transportation problems and educational deficiencies. More and more
families are finding themselves dealing with the issues of poverty that make it so difficult to find
stabilization. We need to find more ways to support our youth so that they can have the tools they need to
grow and to gain the confidence and knowledge they need to reach their full potential.

We encourage your support of the Pay it Forward Teen Mentor Project.
Sincerely,

Sr. Mary Berigan
Director
























March 5, 2015

To whom it may concern,

This correspondence is written in support of the Save Our Children, Inc. organization. The
organization was formed to meet the increasingly challenging needs of children from families
in "at risk" neighborhoods. The core programs are designed to inspire and cultivate youth
development through hands-on empowerment activities and opportunities that support
academic excellence, artistic expression and leadership through service.

| am impressed with the leadership and staff of Save Our Children, Inc. They have very
successfully maneuvered the delicate balance between dedication to mission, the need for
bold ideas and initiatives, and the application of sound fiscal management.

The programs have energy and the participants buy into to the overall plan for success. Many
of the current program participants are the second and third members of their family to
successfully attend. The community embraces the organization and supports the dedicated
mission and vision.

In summary, | highly recommend and support the Save Our Children, Inc organization. |
support the organization's mission and commitment to providing the highest quality possible
services. | recommend the programs and services provided by the excellent and engaged
staff. | recognize the continued success of the organization and the positive impact in the lives
of the program participant families. The outcomes are measurable and rooted in efficiency
and effectiveness.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherman Jones
Superintendent

Office of Public Utilities
City of Elyria
Sjones@cityofelyria.org























Franklin Elementary School
446 11" Street
Elyria, Ohio 44035

Phone: 440-284-8007~ Fax: 440-284-8371
Lisa E. Licht, Principal

Valerie Kaminski, Asst. Principal

Troy Hill, Dean of Students

Dear Friend:

| am pleased to share my overwhelming support for Save Our Children’s mission and the local efforts being led by
Executive Director, Lisa Bramhall. The tireless efforts of this organization provide our children with a safe place to
receive academic assistance as well as meaningful mentoring in our community. In the present economic
landscape, thousands of low-income families are faced with difficult choices on a daily basis—food, shelter, utility
bills, and more often than you’d imagine, help on homework/academics does not make the list.. Affording these
children the opportunity to receive free meals, homework help, and mentoring means immediate relief to not only
the children, but also to their families. It also provides happiness and pride to children who struggle to remain
hopeful and confident.

In my role as principal of Franklin Elementary, | see firsthand how children of families living in impoverished
conditions struggle to have all that they need. They struggle to fit in, to succeed, and to gain acceptance from their
peers. Children from low-income homes start each day at a disadvantage. The Staff and Board from Save Our
Children work feverishly to help the children and families from the south side of Elyria; to give them the
opportunities that may otherwise not be available to them in order to succeed in later life. They show them there
are ways to improve both academically and professionally in order to break the poverty cycle.

As I unconditionally support Lisa Bramhall and Save Our Children, | ask that you also help support the programs
proposed in order to give these students the opportunities they so deserve.

ary, Principal























Big Brothers Big Sisters

of Lorain County, Inc.

1917 North Ridge Rd. * Suite A* Lorain, Ohio 44055
(440) 277-6541 * FAX (440) 277-6583
www.bigloraincounty.org * E-mail: big@bigloraincounty.org

Lisa Bramhall
Save Our Children
Elyria Ohio 44035

March 5, 2015

Dear Ms. Bramhall

Big Brothers Big Sisters is not your typical organization. We change children’s’
lives for the better, forever by engaging volunteers to form personal one-to-one
relationships with youth facing childhood adversity. We nurture children and
strengthen communities. That's why we were so excited to hear about the
initiative for high school students in South Elyria.

The older a young person becomes, the less likely we are to find a volunteer in
the traditional model. However, this structured approach with a concrete project
and curriculum around career readiness will help volunteers feel comfortable and
capable of connecting with a teen.

Effective mentoring relationships have a direct and lasting effect on the lives of
young people, keeping them in school, off drugs and getting along better with
others. While mentoring can happen naturally, the more barriers and risk factors
for the youth, the more support is required to successfully engage volunteers. We
are comfortable partnering, supporting and associating our name to this project
as we believe that high level of care and support is present.

Thank you for taking the initiative to help a truly underserved population through
this proposal.

With Warm Regards,

/ Lige M. Day, CEO
Ohio Certified Prevention Specialist for Chemical Dependency

























Law Office

ANTHONY B. GIARDINI CO., L.P.A.

520 Broadway, Third Floor « Lorain, Ohio 44052 « 440-246-2665 » FAX 440-246-2670

Anthony B. Giardini, Esq. Of Counsel:
Henry T. Patterson, Jr.

March 5, 2015

Save Qur Children
¢/o Lisa Brambhall

To Whom It May Concern:

I am a lifelong resident of Lorain County, Ohio. During the nearly forty years I have
practiced law, I have had the pleasure and good fortune to represent many charitable, civic and
public entities, including the Direct Action Community Development Corporation, the Lorain
City School District and the City of Lorain. I also served on various boards including the Direct
Action Board, Lorain County Community College Foundation Board, Lorain County Community
Action Agency Board and 100 Men of Lorain County.

Save Our Children (SOC) is an agency which has served the Elyria City community’s
underprivileged children for over twenty years. SOC knows the children of Elyria and has helped
many of them succeed despite the great challenges most of them faced.

The proposed mentoring program for students at Elyria High School is tailor made for an
agency like SOC. It is an opportunity for SOC to formally engage Elyria’s teenage population in
a manner which its limited resources could not provide in the past.

I am encouraged by the decision to allow SOC to serve as the lead agency for this
important new program.

Very truly yours, N

Anthony B. Giardini

ABG/ad
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p.0. Box 366, Elyria, Ohio 44036

FOUNDED 1335

March 3, 2015

Elyria YWCA

Jeanine P. Donaldson
318 West Avenue
Elyria, Ohio 44035

Dear Mrs. Donaldson:

The Negro Business and Professional Women's {NBPW) of Elyria looks forward to working with the
YWCA and the Community Connector grant. The YWCA and NBPW have partnered on several ventures
that have benefitted our community.

We are especially excited to continue our work with the Wisdom Walkers and the female students at
Elyria High School. | feel that we have had great success in providing positive adult role models for them.

Youth are a major area of emphasis in NBPW Clubs throughout the country. It's by building strong girls
today, that we are assured future members for our Ciub and future leaders for our community.

Yours truly,

il Eonn—
willie Evans
V. President/Program Chair
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March 3, 2015

To whom it may concern:

| am pleased to write in support of the Elyria School District’s Community Connector application. A
strong component of our Rotary club-is community service. We currently have members volunteering at
the high school in our Strive Program for ninth grade students.

We also donated the funds to build the Wi-Fi Café which is heavily utilized by students. So we are very
excited with the prospect of continuing our relationship with the school district.

This year we created Hands On Rotary which provides our members with opportunities to become
actively engaged with the community. We view the Community Connector grant as that opportunity.

Since rel\,@ M

. AL
anine P:Donaldson

President























Lorain County
Community College

March 5, 2015

Community Connectors
To Whom It May Concern,

Through Lorain County Community College’s outreach and commitment to the community | had the
opportunity to do Role of the Board training. In 2012 | was matched to Save Our Children’s board. How
fortunate for me.

I am writing to let you know how important 1 think the Save Our Children after-school program is to the
Elyria, Ohio community. | first became aware of Save Our Children (SOC} in 2006 while serving on the
Outreach Committee at my church. We felt the program was a great service to the children of South
Elyria. A connection was made. SOC is one of my church’s missions. Church members volunteer at SOC,
I was able to visit and meet the children and see what the program was all about. 1love the children and
what they are doing and what Save Our Children does for them. The children do homework during their
time at SOC. The program focuses on literacy which is key to success in life.

Academic testing is being done in order to see how a child is progressing. More recently school grades
are being followed so intervention can take place when necessary to help with academic performance.
Technology in learning is incorporated into the program. The children have fun in learning and in life at
the SOC site and in the collaboration between SOC and the Boys & Girls Club of Lorain County.

The program currently serves grade school children. Each day these children experience so much. At
one time there was a program for youth., We all know how important it is to have creative and positive
ways for youth to spend their time. SOC is working to bring a youth program back. In my eyes this is
criticall This program has been serving students for about three decades. It has been incorporated
since 1997. There are many success stories. Former SOC participants who did not think they would ever
go to college now hold Master’s degrees. One young fellow who began spending time at Save Our
Children during a difficult time in his family when he was in his teens is now a President and CEO.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
Teresa Cassidy, M.Ed.

Career & Academic Advisement Professional
Lorain County Community College

1005 N. Abbe Road 440-365-5222 www.loraincec.edu
Elyria, Ohio 44035 1-800-995-5222 Fax 440-363-6519
























March 9, 2015

Community Connectors
To Whom It May Concern.

i returned to my home town after living away for several decades. | settled into a new job and my new
life but with my children grown | wanted something else. 1found out about Save Our Children, an after
school program from a friend. | have a background in banking and the program was looking for a
Trustee and one with a financial background. 1know that young people are the future and so { was very
interested to know more about the program. | attended a board meeting and after hearing the mission
of the program and meeting some of the Trustees, | knew | was interested in being a Trustee. Soon
thereafter | was voted to the board.

Save Out Children has been serving young people in the local community for approximately thirty years.
In the months that | have been on the board | have seen the program grow and expand and reach out in
amazing ways. The program focuses on literacy. The children read while at Save Our Children, they do
homework, they have fun. They make regular visits to the local library but the after school program is
looking into acquiring some learning tablets and a big screen TV. This way the children can spend more
time working with the wonderful educational software programs available like Flocabulary, etc., without
needing to go to the library to do it. Visits to the library won’t need to be as often and can be for other
learning opportunities. The children have visits from a Lorain County Metro Parks staff person who
teaches them about nature and wildiife. They spend time at the local Boys & Girls club in a
colloraboration between the two programs.

The children are tested to monitor progress and their school grades are monitored.

The program currently serves grade school children but is planning to expand to offer programming for
youth as well as a summer program for the children. There have been many successes as a result of this
fine program.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

6@&@% &m&«&m

Laurie Figueroa

Save Qur Children Trustee





























1621 Middle Avenue
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