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BRIEF BIO
Dr. James E. Dobbins is a Professor Emeritus and Charter Faculty of the School of Professional Psychology at Wright State University. He is the principle investigator of the RYLM grant that is in the Office of Multicultural Affairs and Community Engagement.  Dr. Dobbins' professional experience includes research and scholarship in the areas of family psychology, racism, development and training in professional psychology, and health attitudes and beliefs among underserved populations. He has worked with family systems and community-based programs to implement interventions aimed at stabilizing families in crisis.  His most active and sustained contribution for the past seventeen years has been to direct the clinical services to families through his affiliations with the School of Professional Psychology Ellis Human Development Institute, Parity Mentoring Program, the former Dayton Urban League, the Wesley Community Center, and the Miami Valley Community Alliance.
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The specific aim is to building collaborations that help the RYLM Program expand the reach of psychological services for families and communities the Miami Valley Regions. The Resilient Young Ladies and Gentlemen Program (RYLM) evolved from the forerunner called the Male Responsibility Program (MRP) which was developed by a partnership of the former Dayton Urban League and the Wright state University School of Professional Psychology.  These separate programs had a common mission, which was “to address a cultural mandate to educate, motivate and direct young males and females who were at risk for failing to prepare for upward mobility in American society.” Historically and now, RYLM and MRP provide a broad array of services. Currently, RYLM is supported by the Office of Multicultural Affairs and Community Engagement at Wright State University through a Social Entrepreneurial Grant that charges us to provide Positive Behavioral Coaching  which is an emerging intervention used in most schools in the United States. 



