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To Whom It May Concern:
I was the Principal at Woodward High School from August, 2006 thru August, 2013, when CHANGE, an after-school program for teen girls spent a period of time at my school.  I am currently in the role of Principal Mentor/Facilitator for all new principals and assistant principals who are hired into the district.  In my current capacity for the district I am pleased to be able to provide a letter recommending this program. 
CHANGE started coming to Woodward High School the spring of 2010.  Their team committed to our school every spring & fall for 4 years.  They met with a group of freshman to senior aged girls every Wednesday for a six-week period for one hour after school. This program started with just 8 girls and grew to have over 30 girls attending.  The “change” not only happened in the classroom they were working in but also in the school.  Shortly after them getting started we (administration/teachers) started seeing all these girls wearing shirts with the word, “CHANGE”.  I was fielding calls from teachers and others about this program and the program grew.  The girls were proud to wear and represent CHANGE.  The students took pride in being part of something larger than a few hours a week in a classroom.  They formed a bond with other girls during the school day and watched out for one another.  We even changed our school dress code policy to allow and encourage the young ladies to wear their shirts and share their pride within the program itself.
The goal of this program is to empower girls to break negative cycles and create change for their future. Their focus is to be a positive voice in these students’ lives, to encourage girls to be the change they wish to see, and to see that beauty comes from inner security and strong character. CHANGE believes the words our young girls speak are the words that will frame their lives, to help them identify healthy boundaries and so much more.
It’s because of programs like CHANGE that take volunteer time, effort, and love to invest them into the young women in high schools that we see real change in the next generation. 
Respectfully Submitted,

Emilio Ramirez
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