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Attached please find an additional letter of support and a Nature of Partnership
 agreement to complete the partnerships for this grant.  Thank you.
 
Shelley
 
Shelley Lopez
Executive Director
The Nehemiah Foundation
616 N. Limestone Street
Third Floor
Springfield, Ohio  45503
937.325.6226
www.nehemiahfoundation.org
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Champaign County Office 
One Monument Square 



Urbana, Ohio 43078 
937.653.8571 



www.uwccmc.org 



 



Clark County Office 
120 South Center Street 
Springfield, Ohio 45502 



937.324.5551 



PO Box 59, Springfield, OH 45501 



Madison County Office 
730 Keny Blvd. 



London, Ohio 43140 
740.852.0287 



fax: 937.324.2605 



UNITED WAY 2-1-1 IS YOUR COMMUNITY HELP LINE. DIAL 2-1-1. FIND HOPE. CONNECT TO HELP. 



 
March 5, 2015 
 
Ms. Shelley Lopez 
The Nehemiah Foundation 
616 North Limestone Street, 3rd Floor  
Springfield, Ohio 45503 
 
 
Dear Ms. Lopez,  
 
I am writing to share my support of the Community Connectors grant application being submitted by the 
Nehemiah Foundation in partnership with Springfield City School District, three other Clark County 
school districts, and several local businesses.  This grant application builds on very important 
collaboration which is aligned to making students more successful in their pursuits after high school.  I 
have worked with these partners when I was Assistant Director at Jobs and Family Services and now, as 
Executive Director of United Way of Clark, Champaign, and Madison Counties.   These organization have 
the capacity and the passion to implement a collaborative mentoring program to better link the schools, 
the afterschool environment, community organizations, and our faith-based organizations is well 
established.  This will clearly benefit our community and will address some needs that we, at United 
Way, recognize.  This application will engage the faith based and other community non-profits in the 
work that won the support of the Ohio Department of Education via a competitive Straight A grant.   I 
am thrilled that the Nehemiah Foundation took the initiative to approach Springfield City School District 
and others to develop this collaborative application.  
 
If the grant is awarded to Nehemiah Foundation and Springfield City School District, other schools, 
including Clark Shawnee Local Schools, the Clark County Career Technology Center, and the Global 
Impact STEM Academy, will benefit.  Employing a consistent framework to better link mentors to our 
schools is critically important and we support this effort.  We recognize that United Way may be 
approached for sustaining support, and we will remain closely involved during the grant funded years to 
ensure the program is operating well so that we may recommend that support to our Board.   I strongly 
support this application and hope that the reviewers will support it.  It will provide needed services to 
the youth and the committed mentors in Clark County.  
 
Sincerely,  



 
 



 



  
 



 



 Kerry Pedraza  
 Executive Director  













 
 



Description of Nature of Partnership 



In order to ensure the effective implementation of the Community Connectors program throughout the 



state, applicants are required to partner with education stakeholders from the faith, business, and nonprofit 



communities. Each applicant must identify its partners and include description of each respective partner’s 



roles and responsibilities in question 12 of the grant application.  



A partner agrees to provide human and material assets or access to academic and administrative resources to 



the grant applicant to develop or execute a Community Connectors grant application. However, in 



partnership, only the grant applicant is responsible for ensuring the grant is developed and executed 



according to the terms of the grant agreement.  



Each member of the partnership is responsible for the following assurances: 



1) Be knowledgeable about the applicant’s Community Connectors grant proposal and application, 



including advocacy of the Community Connectors program. 



2) Maintain a familiarity with the partner’s services to enhance the proposal, including specific goals 



and practices.  



3) Demonstrate a commitment to clear roles and responsibilities of each partner as it relates to the 



grant proposal and application. 



4) Sustain consistent communication among partners and stakeholders with a shared vision of the goals 



of the grant proposal. This includes participating in regularly scheduled meetings for project 



management and identifying areas for improvement. 



5) Ensure partners have appropriate access to data for purposes of grant program improvement and 



evaluation in accordance with state and federal law.  



Lead Applicant 
Name:            _________________________ 
 
Title:               _________________________ 



Organization:_________________________ 



Sign:                _________________________  



 



Partner 
Name:            _________________________ 
 
Title:               _________________________ 



Organization:_________________________ 



Sign:                _________________________  



Partner 
Name:            _________________________ 
 
Title:               _________________________ 



Organization:_________________________ 
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Springfield City School District
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Superintendent
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David C. Estrop, Ph.D.











 
 
 
Additional Partner (Optional) 
Name:            _________________________ 
 
Title:               _________________________ 



Organization:_________________________ 



Sign:                _________________________  
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Name:            _________________________ 
 
Title:               _________________________ 



Organization:_________________________ 



Sign:                _________________________  
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