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The moral state of our community has been a hot topic of debate at many circles in the Senior Center. Heroin, methamphetamine, teen suicides, bomb threats, an attempted abduction in broad daylight, all have many wondering what is happening to our close-knit, family-values community. The theme always seems to be the perceived cause of the problem; the break down of the family, taking God out of the schools, overdependence on technology, lack of personal responsibility and others. While knowing the cause may be important for stemming the tide in the future, what can be done now to help what seems to be a lost and searching generation of Henry County teens?

Henry County is not unique in this challenge; in fact Governor Kasich just released $10,000,000 in lottery funds to be used for his Community Connectors initiative. This initiative is primarily a mentoring program and before you tune out because it is another government program, just listen to the criteria for the grant. The first is that a faith-based organization or house of worship must be included as one of the partners. The second is that at least one economically disadvantaged school or district needs to be included and the third is that there needs to be at least one business or industry partner. 
This doesn’t seem to be a case of the government just throwing money at a problem, but a well thought out initiative geared at reconnecting teens with the values their communities were founded on. It is based upon the kind of grassroots efforts that have been proven to work, one-on-one mentoring. As the Senior Center director and a parent of teens, I would love to see this program in Henry County. 
I believe the largest hurdle will be finding enthusiastic mentors. If you have read this far, then you care enough about our community, our teens and their future to be a mentor. Let me offer you this encouragement: 
1. All mentors would receive in-depth training before being matched with a teen 

2. The program has a structured, goal-specific framework 

3. You would be encouraged to share your values and the reasons you have them 

4. You would have a support system to go to with problems or questions, and most importantly… 
5. You would be part of the solution, a force for good.
It doesn’t take hours and hours to make a difference in a teen’s life, it just takes a willingness to make a connection. Having been a mentor of teens, I found that I received much more than I gave. If you are willing to consider being a mentor please call (419-599-5515) or email me (sblackwood@henrycountyseniorcenter.com) so that I know whether to pursue this exciting community opportunity. 
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