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To whom it may concern,

The moral state of our community has been a hot topic of debate at many circles in the Henry County Senior Center. Heroin, methamphetamine, teen suicides, bomb threats, an attempted abduction in broad daylight, all have many wondering what is happening to our close-knit, family-values community. The theme always seems to be the perceived cause of the problem; the breakdown of the family, taking God out of the schools, overdependence on technology, lack of personal responsibility and others. While knowing the cause may be important for stemming the tide in the future, what can be done now to help what seems to be a lost and searching generation of Henry County teens?

When I heard about the Governor’s Community Connectors initiative, I was intrigued. I have never been one to look to the government to solve our problems for us, but this program empowers the local community to form collaborations and be the catalyst for change. This doesn’t seem to be a case of the government just throwing money at a problem, but a well thought out initiative geared at reconnecting teens with the values their communities were founded on. It is based upon the kind of grassroots efforts that have been proven to work, one-on-one mentoring. As the Senior Center director and a parent of teens, I would love to see this program in Henry County. 

Please, consider this a letter of strong support for this program to come to Henry County and I will personally work to find and screen potential mentors for this program.
Sincerely,
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Sandy Blackwood
[image: image3.emf]HCSC Executive Director
“To empower and inspire older adults to thrive in every aspect of their lives”
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