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October 16, 2013

Dear Straight A Fund Advisors,

Thank you for your work to review the applications from high performing and
innovative schools—especially the application from Arts & College Preparatory
Academy (ACPA).

| am pleased to write to express our encouragement of their continued success.
ACPA is a unique educational asset to the central Ohio region—proving their
academic, cultural, and artistic excellence time and time again. However, like
many institutions, they have been forced to do more with less. A practice which
has been stifling growth, but fortunately has not had an impact on the quality of
education or culture at ACPA—it has only made them stronger.

The opportunity to receive support from the Straight A Fund would unleash
exponential success for ACPA in the classroom and community. Straight A Funds
would provide extended opportunities for additional students, as well as increase
the resources deployed in the classroom to support the rigorous academic
curriculum.

The central Ohio region is fortunate to have such an innovative school, one that
has been quite creative in management as well as culture. Thank you for your
consideration to be supportive—in a manner that would allow resources to be
better utilized for the overall success of the ACPA students, teachers, family, and
commuinity.

With titude for consideration,
2 i

Dan A. Sharpe
Community Research &
Grants Management Officer
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October 22, 2013
To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing this letter to emphatically support the Arts and College Preparatory Academy’s expansion to develop
an arts complex. The Columbus Museum of Art (CMA) has worked closely with the Arts and College Preparatory
Academy (ACPA) for several years in multiple capacities including the CMA’s Art Lab and Project Pivot teen
programs. Most of these programs take place outside of ACPA’s campus, in part to give the students an experience
beyond familiar classroom settings, but also in part due to limited space for the types of immersive and expansive
projects the students execute. Having onsite studio and performance spaces would allow the students to expand
their artistic creating and thinking in ways that more closely mirror the practice of contemporary artists, further
preparing them for life in college and beyond. Just maintaining one’s own studio space is an exercise in self-
discipline, self-regulation and expanded awareness that benefits academic areas beyond art. An expanded arts
complex would not only benefit the students artistically and academically, it would also save in time and
transportation costs, allowing programs and performances to take place on campus.

During our five year relationship with ACPA, CMA has been on a transformational path, shifting our thinking to
fostering the twenty first century skills of creativity, critical thinking, collaboration and communication. The CMA-
developed “Thinking Like an Artist” framework outlines why the ability to think like an artist is important to people
of all ages, and in a variety of different environments and content areas. Developing creativity fosters skills such as
risk-taking, problem-solving, empathy, questioning, deep thinking, and harnessing multiple perspectives that are
essential to engaging and succeeding in today’s 21st century society. Creativity impacts every facet of our lives —
from our families and communities, to our schools and businesses. Infusing creativity into our lives transforms us
into visionaries who create and innovate new perspectives, new solutions, and even new worlds.

This focus on creativity is shared with ACPA, whose mission is to create “a climate and culture that is based on a
trailblazing arts and college prep curriculum in an environment that is safe, inclusive, and progressive.” Both the
CMA'’s education department and ACPA share a core of instructional and philosophical emphasis in several other
key areas, including co-teaching and co-learning; expanding definitions of artistic conversation and production;
connecting artistic endeavors to creative problem-solving; and providing students with new and challenging
opportunities to engage with the larger community.

The Arts and College Preparatory Academy’s innovative approach to creativity and education make them an
excellent partner in education and it has been a joy to work and learn with them. We look forward to continuing to
partner with them and have no doubt that students and staff will maximize these new spaces to fully model and
demonstrate the innovation that this school embodies.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us to hear more about our support for this school and the tremendous impact they
are having on their students’ futures.

Sincerely,
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Cindy M. Foley



October 16, 2013

Straight A Fund

Ohio Department of Education
25 South Front Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215-4183

Greetings, Straight A Fund Governing Board,

The purpose of this letter is to express my support of the Arts & College Preparatory Academy’s,
ACPA, Straight A Fund application. ACPA is an exemplar of educational excellence in our
community as demonstrated by a State report card grade of A or A+ for more than a decade.
Because of ACPA’s strong track record of student success, I am excited about the opportunity
for it to secure funding from the Straight A fund that would enable it to:

e Serve an additional 50--75 students, and
e Add performing arts space for its students

The growth of schools like ACPA is essential to meeting the outcomes of the Columbus
Education Plan, which calls for replication/expansion of high performing charter and district
schools so that every Columbus student can attend a high performing school by 2020.

Michael B. Coleman
Mayor
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