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This project anticipates there will be significant changes demonstrated in student achievement, spending reductions in the five-year fiscal forecast and utilization of a greater share of resources in the classroom.

We expect to their will be significant increases in student academic achievement in K-12 English Language Arts and Mathematics through having easy access to an interesting, engaging, universally designed learning (UDL) arts/academic online K-12 English Language Arts and Mathematics common core curriculum which includes video modules and activities to enhance all student achievement, developed by students, teachers, professionals and parents that will motivate them to seek a deeper understanding of the content in all curricular areas. 

High-quality arts education engages students in the work of learning, thinking, communicating, creating and collaborating. It also fosters the 21st century skills needed for advanced learning and career success. Moreover, arts education helps meet the increasing demand for imagination and creativity that enrich culture and drive economic progress and help solve the problems of a complex, global society.

Studies link arts instruction to development of skills needed for learning, such as the spatial-temporal reasoning used in mathematics and the phonological awareness needed for learning to read (Weinberger, 1998; Hetland, 2000; National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, 2000). The Dana Foundation (Asbury & Rich, 2008) has shown that learning in the arts strengthens neural networks used in other types of learning.

Large-scale studies have shown that at-risk students with high levels of arts engagement achieved better outcomes in academics, college enrollment, civic engagement and participation in professional careers than did their peers with low levels of engagement (Catterall, Dumais & Hampden-Thompson, 2012;Catterall, 2009).

Spending reductions in the five-year fiscal forecast
District curriculum spending will be reduced by providing free access to high quality, age appropriate K-12 online functional arts/academic integrated curriculum materials and activities for all students saving the cost of purchasing or leasing arts and academic integrated curriculum materials.

This project will utilize the skills, knowledge, experience and expertise of online curriculum, instructional and computer platform experts to provide students, teachers and parents with a free K-12 online functional arts/academic integrated curriculum.

Staff from Virtual Community School will develop the online curriculum with input from the hands on classroom experience of teachers, administrators, parents and students.

Teachers, administrators, parents and students who attend the Reynoldsburg City Schools Encore High School, Richland Academy of Excellence, The Falcon Academy of the Creative Arts, will develop the online video modules and lessons with the help of the media expertise from the staff of Journey 360.

Computer platform expertise will be provided iLearnOhio staff who maintain Ohio's comprehensive e-learning platform dedicated to delivering quality content to Ohio educators, parents, and students.
 
Utilization of a greater share of resources in the classroom
A greater share of district resources will be directed to the classroom by providing all students, teachers and parents with free access to a broadly promoted, user friendly, comprehensive (K-12) Universally Designed for Learning online functional arts/academic integrated curriculum activities for students through increasing teacher utilization of critical classroom resources such as time for providing individualized student focused instruction to develop 21st Century Skills, easy access student data analysis tools and access to online opportunities for collaboration with teachers, content experts, administrators and parents.

Given the range of careers in the arts is widening and creative industries that require artistic ideas and skills are emerging and growing and that artistic thinking now infuses technological innovation and the design of everyday products (National Center on Education and the Economy, 2007; Carroll, 2007; National Governors Association Center for Best Practices, 2012) students at all levels have greater access to and understanding of the use of technology to access online applications to work independently, self-correct, develop self-reflection, patience and endurance to enable them to achieve their goals and desired outcomes.

Additionally, in-depth learning experiences in the arts provide opportunities to practice dealing with ambiguity, making novel connections, thinking across disciplines and cultures, working in teams and managing time and resources—skills and habits of mind needed in all types of careers (Greene, 1995; Ruppert, 2006; Winner, Hetland, Veenema & Sheridan, 2007; Lichtenberg, Woock & Wright, 2008; Partnership for 21st Century Skills, 2012; National Research Council, 2012). Leading creative visionaries, innovators, thought leaders and economic experts have mentioned the role of artistic thinking in driving economic growth. (Wagner, 2012, 2010; Florida, 2002; Noppe-Brandon, Deasy, & Gitter, 2011; Eger, 2011).
Engaging students in individualized online arts/academic integrated (K-12) Universally Designed for Learning curriculum video learning modules and activities will provide teachers. administrators, and parents more time they can devote more time to focus on collaborative efforts to successfully address individual students’ needs, fewer classroom resources on instructional materials (free online K-12 curriculum modules) and less time needed by teachers out of the classroom to recover from perceived teacher failures to meet student needs. In his book, The Hour Between Dog and Wolf: Risk Taking, Gut Feelings and the Biology of Boom and Bust John Coats explains how body chemistry affects high-stakes financial trading, “One particularly fascinating aspect of risk-taking has to do with what is known as “the winner effect,” a self-reinforcing osmosis of the two key hormones driving the biochemistry of success and failure — testosterone, which Coates calls “the hormone of economic bubbles,” and cortisol, “the hormone of economic busts.” In traders — as in athletes, and in the rest of us mere mortals when faced with analogous circumstances — testosterone rises sharply and durably during financial booms, inducing a state of risk-seeking euphoria and providing a positive feedback loop in which success itself provides a competitive advantage. By contrast, the stress hormone cortisol spikes during financial downturns; traders with sustained high levels of cortisol become more risk-averse and timid, ultimately being less competitive.  Why Success Breeds Success: The Science of “The Winner Effect” Maria Popova, Biochemistry and the self-reinforcing upward spiral of winning. www.brainpickings.org/index.php/2012/08/09/jonh-coates-hour-between-dog-and-wolf-winner-effect/ Aug 9, 2012.
This project will enhance student achievement through easy access to functional arts/academic integrated online video lesson modules and demonstrations developed by students, teachers, professionals and parents that will engage all students in relevant English Language Arts and Mathematics common core curriculum standards activities providing a deeper understanding of content the common core curriculum content. 

It will also reduce district curriculum spending for schools by providing free access to high quality, age appropriate K-12 online functional arts/academic integrated curriculum activities for all students saving districts, schools, teachers and parents the cost of purchasing or leasing arts and academic integrated English Language Arts and Mathematics common core curriculum materials.

Having easy access to a broadly promoted, user friendly, comprehensive (K-12) Universally Designed for Learning, free online arts/academic integrated curriculum with video demonstrations and activities for all students will increase teacher efficiency and effectiveness in their utilization of critical classroom resources such increased individualized instruction time to develop 21st Century Skills, efficiency in student data analysis and increased opportunities for collaboration through access to online professionals, peers and parents.

