11. Describe the innovative project.
The response should provide a clear and concise description of the project and its major activities. The description should include a statement of a problem to be addressed and the activity/project that will be undertaken toward solving the problem. Later questions will address specific outcomes and the measures of success.

The problem: At this time, not all students, teachers, and parents have equity and equal access to arts/academic integrated (K–12) universally-designed-for-learning curriculum activities to enhance student achievement. According to the report The Status of Arts Education in Ohio’s Public Schools, by the Ohio Alliance for Arts Education, the Ohio Arts Council, and the Ohio Department of Education (ODE), a complete lack of access to arts education during the school day is more prevalent among Ohio’s community schools and major urban districts. Thirty-nine percent of the community schools that reported enrollment data to ODE in 2009–2010 had zero students enrolled in arts courses compared with 3 percent of traditional public schools. Moreover, 19 percent of community schools reported enrollment in only one arts discipline compared with 4 percent of traditional public schools.
 
Why is this important? According to The Status of Arts Education in Ohio’s Public Schools, high-quality arts education engages students in the work of learning, thinking, communicating, creating, and collaborating. It also fosters the 21st-century skills needed for advanced learning and career success. Moreover, arts education helps meet the increasing demand for imagination and creativity that enrich culture and drive economic progress and help solve the problems of a complex, global society. The highest percentages of schools that did not offer access for students to the arts were among community schools and traditional public schools in major urban school districts with very high poverty.
 
As well, a U.S. Department of Education National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) report on the status of arts education in public elementary and secondary schools studies clearly showed that when arts education is in place and children have a chance to express themselves artistically, they show marked improvement in SAT scores, reading and math scores, attendance, and overall graduation rates. Large-scale studies have shown that at-risk students with high levels of arts engagement achieved better outcomes in academics, college enrollment, civic engagement, and participation in professional careers than did their peers with low levels of engagement (Catterall, Dumais, & Hampden-Thompson, 2012; Catterall, 2009).
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Addressing the problem:  This project will develop an online arts/academic integrated (K–12) curriculum with video modules and activities that will incorporate the principles of universal design for learning. These activities will be designed to provide a deeper understanding of content in English language arts and mathematics common core curriculum areas. The activities will be dedicated to enhancing the achievement of all students (meaning rich and poor, gifted, able, and students with disabilities) and instruction by teachers and parents by providing equity and equal access for all students to free and easily accessible video lesson modules and demonstrations through the ilearnOhio learning management platform. These online curriculum lesson modules and demonstrations will be created in partnership with Richland Academy School of Excellence, the Falcon Academy of the Creative Arts, and Reynoldsburg City Schools Encore High School, as well as other schools. The modules and demonstrations will also include curriculum lessons developed by Virtual Community Schools, professionals, students, teachers, and parents. 
 
The activities of this project will help Ohio’s education system to close the arts equity and access the gap that exists between wealthy and impoverished districts and schools and among students who attend traditional, private, and community schools by making available to all students, parents, teachers, and the public an interesting, engaging arts/academic online K–12 English Language Arts and Mathematics common core curriculum that includes video modules and activities housed on ilearnOhio learning management platform to enhance all student achievement, reduce spending, and enable teachers to utilize a greater share of resources in classrooms to focus on meeting identified individual student needs.

Additionally, a summary analysis of the literature indicates:

High-quality arts education engages students in the work of learning, thinking, communicating, creating, and collaborating. It also fosters the 21st-century skills needed for advanced learning and career success. Moreover, arts education helps meet the increasing demand for imagination and creativity that enrich culture and drive economic progress and help solve the problems of a complex, global society (The Status of Arts Education in Ohio’s Public Schools).

Studies link arts instruction to the development of skills needed for learning, such as the spatial-temporal reasoning used in mathematics and the phonological awareness needed for learning to read (Weinberger, 1998; Hetland, 2000; National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, 2000). The Dana Foundation (Asbury & Rich, 2008) has shown that learning in the arts strengthens neural networks used in other types of learning.

Large-scale studies have shown that at-risk students with high levels of arts engagement achieved better outcomes in academics, college enrollment, civic engagement, and participation in professional careers than did their peers with low levels of engagement (Catterall, Dumais, & Hampden-Thompson, 2012; Catterall, 2009).


Yet based on The Status of Arts Education in Ohio’s Public Schools survey data, the key findings included:
· Only 61percent of the 246 community schools had arts instruction.
· Only 10 percent of major urban public schools provided no access to the arts.
· Approximately 54,700 students in Ohio’s public schools did not have access to arts instruction in school during 2009–2010.
· Access to dance and drama/theater was limited in Ohio’s K–12 public schools.
· Four percent of elementary, 1 percent of middle, and 7 percent of high schools offered instruction in dance.
· Two percent of elementary, 6 percent of middle, and 39 percent of high schools offered instruction in drama/theater.
· Most Ohio students had access to arts instruction in 2009–2010; yet only a small percentage of Ohio’s public schools offered more than two arts disciplines.
· When broken down by school type, 97 percent of traditional public schools but only 61 percent of community schools provided arts instruction, and that instruction was limited.
· Approximately 54,700 of Ohio’s 1.8 million students did not have access to arts courses.
· One percent of Ohio’s public schools offered instruction in all four disciplines.
· Less than 2 percent of the Ohio public schools with arts courses offered dance courses.
· Nine percent of those schools offered drama/theater courses.
· Enrollment in dance and drama/theater courses was less than 2 percent of students.
· Fifty-eight percent of Ohio’s public schools did not identify students gifted in the arts as required by Ohio law. Ohio’s public schools identified 19,771 students as gifted in the arts. Schools provided gifted education services in the arts to 1,048 of those students.
· Excluding teacher salaries, the median per-student budget by school type was $3.00 for elementary schools, $4.67 for middle schools, and $9.16 for high schools. 
· Among high schools, 57 percent budgeted over $5,000 for arts education, while 22 percent of middle schools and 11 percent of elementary schools budgeted at that level.

Summary of the Study: 
A high percentage but not all of Ohio’s public school students have access to 13 years of instruction in two of the four fine arts disciplines addressed in Ohio’s arts learning standards, namely music and visual arts. 

Access to instruction in the two other disciplines, dance and drama/theater, is limited. The highest percentages of schools that did not offer access for students to the arts were among community schools and traditional public schools in major urban school districts with very high poverty.

Complete lack of access to arts education during the school day is more prevalent among Ohio’s community schools and major urban districts. Thirty-nine percent of the community schools that reported enrollment data to ODE in 2009–2010 had zero students enrolled in arts courses compared with 3 percent of traditional public schools. Moreover, 19 percent of community schools reported enrollment in only one arts discipline compared with 4 percent of traditional public schools.

Priorities of the Study: 
Based on the report findings related to access and equity, the Ohio Alliance for Arts Education, the Ohio Arts Council, and ODE will emphasize the following priorities in their efforts to sustain and strengthen Ohio’s arts education infrastructure:
· Determining the specific needs of schools that provide limited or no access to arts instruction and developing strategies for assisting those schools.
· Increasing understanding of what Ohio’s operating standards require and helping districts ensure that local policies meet those standards.
· Exploring strategies to assist schools interested in offering dance and drama/theater instruction.
· Pursuing additional options for meeting the learning needs of gifted students.

Conditions Support High-Quality Arts Education
The study found that the following conditions support high-quality arts education:
· A course of study in the arts that aligns with arts learning standards, specifies learning and performance objectives, and establishes scope and sequence.
· Effective assessment of student progress.
· Teachers who engage in ongoing professional learning.
· Leadership and working conditions that support collaboration, reflection, and continuous improvement. Supportive classroom environments and community partnerships.
In summary, studies have found that parents are looking more than a letter grade or grades as outcomes from schools.  State Impact Ohio reported that Aaron Pallas, a professor of education at Columbia University’s Teacher’s College asked the question: “So what’s the difference between how parents grade schools and how the state grades schools?  The actual difference,” he says, “is that most parents want a school setting for their children that will allow their children to grow and develop in all the ways we think might be important, which includes things like social development, emotional development, moral development and even physical development, and he goes on to say that “over the past two decades, policymakers have become increasingly concerned with a more narrow conception of what school is about.” Providing equal access to equal access to an arts/academic integrated (K–12) universally-designed-for-learning curriculum with video demonstrations and activities which enhances student achievement may be what will meet the needs of students, teachers, administrators and parents!

