20. Describe the rationale, research or past success that supports the innovative project and its impact on student achievement, spending reduction in the five-year fiscal forecast or utilization of a greater share of resources in the classroom.
The response should provide a concise explanation of items which provide rationale that will support the probability of successfully achieving the goals of the project. Answers may differ based on the various levels of development that are possible. If the project is for a new, never before implemented project, the response should provide logical, coherent explanations of the anticipated results based on some past experience or rationale. For projects that have been implemented on a smaller scale or successfully in other organizations, the response should provide the quantifiable results of the other projects. If available, relevant research in support of this particular proposal should also be included.

A U.S. Department of Education National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) report on the status of arts education in public elementary and secondary schools studies clearly showed that when arts education is in place and children have a chance to express themselves artistically, they show marked improvement in SAT scores, reading and math scores, attendance, and overall graduation rates. Despite this solid evidence arts programs are often the first to be eliminated or cut from schools struggling with budget constraints. “Arts Education in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools: 1999-2000 and 2009-10,” outlines the state of arts education in the U.S., showing that arts instruction has not seen an increase since 1999-2000 and precipitous drops were seen in elementary instruction in both drama and dance. Furthermore, an “equity gap” exists between the availability (and quality) of arts instruction in high-poverty schools compared to low-poverty schools. Sadly, at-risk student populations, those who most need and could most benefit from access to quality arts education, are the populations with the least access to arts education.” (ALEXANDRIA, VA. (April 5, 2012)—National PTA® President Betsy Landers)
A summary analysis of the literature indicates high-quality arts education engages students in the work of learning, thinking, communicating, creating and collaborating. It also fosters the 21st century skills needed for advanced learning and career success. Moreover, arts education helps meet the increasing demand for imagination and creativity that enrich culture and drive economic progress and help solve the problems of a complex, global society. The Status of Arts Education in Ohio’s Public Schools.

Further studies link arts instruction to development of skills needed for learning, such as the spatial-temporal reasoning used in mathematics and the phonological awareness needed for learning to read (Weinberger, 1998; Hetland, 2000; National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, 2000). The Dana Foundation (Asbury & Rich, 2008) has shown that learning in the arts strengthens neural networks used in other types of learning.

Yet, based on The Status of Arts Education in Ohio’s Public Schools, survey data, by The Ohio Alliance for Arts Education (OAAE), the Ohio Arts Council (OAC) and the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) presented the results of a study on the landscape of arts education in Ohio, the data analyzed on 3,327 schools, including 2,969 traditional public schools in 612 school districts and 246 community schools during January 2010 and again from April through August 2010 for sixteen percent of Ohio’s public schools— 542 schools serving approximately 295,000 of Ohio’s 1.8 million students, the key findings presented found:
·  Only 61percent of the 246 community schools had arts instruction.
· Only Ten percent of major urban public schools provided no access to the arts.
· Approximately 54,700 students in Ohio’s public schools did not have access to arts instruction in school during 2009-2010.
· Access to dance and drama/theatre was limited in Ohio’s K-12 public schools
· Four percent of elementary, 1 percent of middle and 7 percent of high schools offered instruction in dance.
· Two percent of elementary, 6 percent of middle and 39 percent of high schools offered instruction in drama/theatre.
· Most Ohio students had access to arts instruction in 2009-2010, yet only a small percentage of Ohio’s public schools offered more than two arts disciplines.
· Approximately 54,700 of Ohio’s 1.8 million students did not have access to arts courses.
· One percent of Ohio’s public schools offered instruction in all four disciplines.
· Less than 2 percent of the Ohio public schools with arts courses offered dance courses.
· Nine percent of those schools offered drama/theatre courses.
· Enrollment in dance and drama/theatre courses was less than 2 percent of students.
· Fifty-eight percent of Ohio’s public schools did not identify students gifted in the arts as required by Ohio law. Ohio’s public schools identified 19,771 students as gifted in the arts. Schools provided gifted education services in the arts to 1,048 of those students.

Summary of the Study: 
The highest percentages of schools that did not offer access for students to the arts were among community schools and traditional public schools in major urban school districts with very high poverty.

Complete lack of access to arts education during the school day is more prevalent among Ohio’s community schools and major urban districts. 

Priorities of the Study: 
Based on the report findings related to access and equity, the Ohio Alliance for Arts
Education, the Ohio Arts Council and the Ohio Department of Education will emphasize the following priorities in their efforts to sustain and strengthen Ohio’s arts education infrastructure:
· Determining the specific needs of schools that provide limited or no access to arts instruction and developing strategies for assisting those schools.
· Exploring strategies to assist schools interested in offering dance and drama/theatre instruction.
· Pursuing additional options for meeting the learning needs of gifted students.

Conditions support high-quality arts education
The study found following conditions support high-quality arts education:
· A course of study in the arts that aligns with arts learning standards, specifies learning and performance objectives and establishes scope and sequence.
· Effective assessment of student progress.
· Teachers who engage in ongoing professional learning.
· Leadership and working conditions that support collaboration, reflection and continuous improvement. Supportive classroom environments and community partnerships.
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