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Reasons for and savings as a result
Cedarville Local Schools

The following points illustrate the selection purpose as it relates to the Straight-A funding process.  

First, Google Chromebooks were selected as a result of an effort to maximize purchasing power.  Other devices were examined with Chromebooks, ultimately, chosen due to a variety of cost(s) and maintenance issues.
Secondly, Chromebooks come with a 3-Year PAST the expected life of the device warranty.  Google has offered and Cedarville accepted a warranty that extends to three years past the district expected life of the device.  Cedarville schools have chosen a five-year life cycle for Chromebooks issued to students.  As a result, the company warranty extends to 8 years from purchase date—well past the expected time-frame for student use (this is built into the cost of the Chromebook purchase).
Next, students have the opportunity to purchase “Google Insurance” at a cost of roughly $35.00 per student.  After the initial year (2013-2014) 47 out of 50 students in the freshmen class purchased the insurance.  This was paid directly to the company with no cost(s) to the district.  Further, during this time, three Chromebooks were destroyed for a variety of reasons—very near the industry standard of 6%. But through the warranty and student purchased insurance options, no replacement costs were transferred to the district.  This is critical to the on-going costs nature of the Straight-A grant process.
Next, ease of software application deliverance.  Through cloud computing availability of the Chromebook application(s), there is seamless integration of software into student equipment.  Another aspect related to this software issue is “free unlimited virus protection” for the life of the machine included in the cost. This serves as another cost-savings to the district as this feature currently costs approximately $80.00 per PC for our desktop computers.
Further, Google offers “unlimited updates.”  While this is an on-going, recurring cost for other machines, this is not a necessary cost reflection and should be noted as an added feature for this initiative.
Lastly, control over student engagement.  Google software allows for the monitoring and preservation of school equipment OFF-Site and school premises.  Software programming allows for greater security, virus protection, and student web usage.  Again, this control over district equipment, ultimately, provides greater maximization of district resources as fewer virus, malware, and malicious software decreases district costs and coordinator repair time.

