Comics4Comprehension Logic Model (see page 2 for Assumptions and External Factors)
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	Short Term
	Medium Term
	Long Term

	Students with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) struggle with reading comprehension despite being able to advance in decoding.
Autism Model School (AMS) currently implements a highly evidence-based reading curriculum.

Language barriers affecting students with ASD are nearly universal.

Norm-referenced Language evaluations among students with ASD shows direct influence with reading comprehension gains.

Visual supplements to text aid in comprehension.


	
	Highly Evidence-Based Reading Curriculum
Highly Qualified Intervention Specialists and Para-professional Aides

Year-round school year

90 minutes of reading instruction per day

Multi-disciplinary team of supervisors including Intervention Specialist, BCBAs, Speech-Language Pathologist & Occupational Therapist

Contracted Graphic Artist

Electronic White Boards and Peripherals to support small group lessons

Formative Assessments with each story/lesson

Summative assessments in reading and language annually.


	
	Continue current reading curriculum.
Produce digital illustrations to supplement 244 stories/lessons.

Training to instructors to include illustrative supplement to each story/lesson during lesson delivery.

Instructional Integrity Checklist development and monitoring

Implementation of curriculum lessons delivered to students with supplementary illustrations

Formative Assessment comparison of student progress before use of illustration supplement and after use of illustration supplement grouped by degree of language deficit

Summative assessment comparison on an annual basis of student progress in reading via comparison of Norm-referenced Reading Assessment.


	
	Participation:
Intervention Specialists

Para-professional Aides

Instructor Supervisors

Speech Language Pathologist

Occupational Therapist

Curriculum Director

Assistant Curriculum Director

Graphic Artist

Students

School Board


	
	Instructor proficiency including the illustration supplement with each reading lesson

	Improvement in formative assessments progress in reading scores among students at all levels of language deficit. 
Instructor flexibility in modifying illustrations and lessons based on formative assessment results for all lessons.


	Improvement in summative assessment progress in reading comprehension scores at all levels of language deficit.




	ASSUMPTIONS

Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) will improve their reading comprehension scores when supplemental illustrations are added to an evidence-based reading curriculum.  Pictorial methods are well documented in the educational literature and speech-language clinical literature as an effective means to improve communication and language for individuals affected by ASD.

	
	EXTERNAL FACTORS
Language impairment & deficits are hallmark symptoms of individuals affected by autism and is well documented in the medical and educational research and literature.  Some students with autism may have poor attendance at school based on a variety of factors and this may impact their progress in all subjects.



