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The Summit County Preschool Program is a consortium of ten school districts that contract special education and early childhood programming through the Summit County Educational Service Center.  The preschool program currently has twenty-five classroom based Early Childhood Intervention Specialists, two itinerant teachers, 32 paraprofessionals, nine speech and language pathologists, and three school psychologists.  There is also a specialized classroom for children with hearing impairments and another specialized classroom for children with autism.  As a county-wide program, the Summit County ESC is poised to serve a wide variety of families.  Participants interested in STAR – OH include 25 teachers and the more than 400 children in their classrooms.  


Hancock ESC – The Hancock ESC serves eight county schools with seven preschools.  There are five teachers interested in STAR – OH and each teacher has an AM and PM class for a total of about 160 children served.  

Lorain County ESC – the Lorain County Early Learning Center is located in Lorain County near the city of La Grange.  The center provides all the special education services for five school districts within Lorain County.  There are two speech pathologists, one occupational therapist, and a school psychologist that work in the program.  The program provides early education to approximately 85 typical peers ages 3-5.  There are eight classroom teachers and one itinerant teacher that work with students out in the community.  There are six teachers (with about 160 children in their classrooms) interested in STAR – OH.

Jefferson County ESC – The Jefferson County ESC is a nationally accredited educational resource center for districts I Jefferson, Harrison, and Columbiana Counties in Southeast Ohio.  The JCESC service area covers more than 2,053 square miles.  The Jefferson County ESC serves nearly 1,339 teachers, aides, and administrators; including one vocational school and one board of developmental disabilities.  Twelve teachers and the 160 children in their classrooms are interested in participating in STAR – OH.  

Ross-Pike ESC – The Ross-Pike ESC preschool program serves students in 10 local school districts in Ross and Pike Counties in Southern Ohio.  Each classroom provides services to eight typically developing students and eight students with disabilities.  The Ross-Pike ESC employs 60 staff members with two supervisors.  Most students served in these programs meet the federal poverty guidelines.  The 15 teachers and more than 250 children served in Ross-Pike counties are interested in participation in STAR – OH.  

Greene County ESC – Greene County ESC has over 170 employees and provides services and programs of alternative education programs, a learning center for students with mental health/ emotional needs, intensive needs programming, mental health services, preschool services, related services such as speech, occupational, and physical therapies, as well as other specialized services.  Three teachers and the 70 children in their classrooms have indicated that they are interested in participating in STAR – OH. 

Mid-Ohio ESC - Mid-Ohio Educational Service Center influences the education of more than 26,000 students in 16 school districts and one career and technology center – from preschool to high school.  Mid-Ohio ESC operates preschool programs in Richland and Morrow County and provides consultative and related services to districts in Crawford County.  They currently employ four preschool intervention specialists to provide center-based instruction in four classrooms, as well as an itinerate teacher who sees students in their home or child-care setting individually.  The classrooms serve a blend of special needs and typically developing preschoolers.  There are five teachers and 75 children in their classrooms that are interested in STAR – OH in the counties that Mid-Ohio ESC serves.  

Midwest Regional ESC – Midwest Regional ESC provides preschool services for the Ada, Hardin Northern, Upper Scioto Valley, and Ridgemont school districts in Hardin County. There are classrooms at Hardin Northern, Upper Scioto Valley, and Ridgemont. The classrooms are a blend of children who have special needs and those who are considered to be typically developing. Each classroom has a morning and afternoon session Monday through Thursday with each session being three hours in length. The classroom at Hardin Northern consists of an Intervention Specialist and classroom aide and can enroll up to 16 children with special needs and 16 children who are typically developing. The classroom at Ridgemont is staffed with an Early Childhood Educator, Intervention Specialist, and aide and can enroll 16 children with special needs and 24 children who are typically developing. The classroom at Upper Scioto Valley is staffed with an Early Childhood Educator, Intervention Specialist, and aide and can enroll 16 children with special needs and 32 children who are typically developing. There is also an Itinerant (traveling teacher) services at each of these districts.

Madison-Champaign ESC – The Ohio Department of Education licenses the staff from the MCESC Preschool in Special Education as Early Childhood Intervention Specialists.  The curriculum follows ODE’s Early Learning Content and Developmental Standards and classroom sizes are small, 12-16 students per licensed teacher and classroom assistant.  Located in the southwest part of Ohio, the MCESC Preschool servers the school districts of Urbana City Schools, West Liberty-Salem Local Schools, Triad Local Schools and Mechanicsburg Exempted Village Schools.  

