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November 24, 2015

To Grant Officers, 
The Columbus Museum of Art is pleased and excited to partner with the Worthington Schools for their Straight A Fund proposal for Awakerspace.  
In 2011, the Columbus Museum of Art shifted our learning agenda to cultivating, celebrating and championing creativity. With that, we took a deep dive to explore what conditions, behaviors and dispositions support a tolerance for ambiguity, idea generation and transdisciplinary research. With that shift has come the development of our Center for Creativity, our Teaching for Creativity Institute for Teacher Professional Development, our Creativity Summit, the Making Creativity Visible initiative, and Open Studio our after school, interest driven Learning Lab.  This has led us to a whole spectrum of partnerships with individuals, organizations and institutions that share our desire to promote creative thinking (like Tony Wagner, Harvard’s Project Zero and Ken Kay’s and Ed Leader 21.)
We are particularly pleased to provide support, guidance, coaching and professional development the Worthington Team for Awakerspace as for us, this project is at its roots about awakening curiosity, interest driven learning, and lifelong dispositions that support creativity. As a big idea we support Maker Spaces but we have seen far too many spaces that are driven by technology with little commitment to mentoring students through developing ideas that allow these spaces of potential to flourish. Worthington contacted us to ensure that ideas, play and experimentation would take center stage. 
Worthington is a special district that has been experimenting with new approaches to learning through their alternative schools for decades. This project has the potential to act a seed change within the schools to cultivate centers for creativity for all students. 
Again, we are delighted to be a partner in this grant and hope you will consider this project.
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Sincerely,



Cindy Meyers Foley
Executive Deputy Director for Learning and Experience
Columbus Museum of Art
480 East Broad Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215
614-629-0360
Cindy.foley@cmaohio.org
image1.jpeg
C M Columbus
Museum of Art




image2.emf

